
 

August 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

Re: Year 7 Transition Days, 27/28 August 2020 

I hope that you and your families have had a pleasant and relaxing summer, and that your children 
are excited about taking the next big step in their education. I know that this year has been unique 
in education and it is perfectly natural for some students to feel anxious about beginning a new 
school, but all of the staff at Brockington are looking forward to meeting our new year 7 cohort and 
to helping them make a positive start to their time at the school. In advance of the next week, I 
wanted to write to you all to outline the final arrangements for our transition days on Thursday 27 
August and Friday 28 August 2020.  

Arrival 

On both of the transition days, as with normal school days in the coming weeks, all year 7s should 
arrive at school no earlier than 8.20am and should make their way to the Astroturf and line up in 
their form groups as indicated below. Miss Gaskell, Head of Year 7, and Mr Coombs, Year 7 
Pastoral Manager, along with all of the year 7 tutors will be on hand to greet your children and 
direct them to where they need to go.  

It is likely to be busier than usual in the Blaby Road car park, so I would ask that if you are 
dropping off your child by car you do so as quickly as possible to avoid overcrowding. Due to social 
distancing measures we will not be able to allow parents/carers to congregate in the car park. 

Students arriving by bus may be dropped off slightly earlier than 8.20am. In those cases, staff will 
be on hand to direct students to where they need to go.  We have received updated transport 
information and guidance from Leicestershire County Council and Andrews Coach company, which 
can be read on our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whether arriving on site via Blaby Road or Mill Lane, this is the gate where 
all year 7 students will enter the Astroturf (football pitch) to assemble 
each morning. 

https://www.brockington.leics.sch.uk/category/pupils/green-travel/


Uniform 

It is expected that all students will wear full school uniform from Thursday 27 August onwards and 
our uniform policy is available via the college transition webpage. I would remind all parents/carers 
that makeup and nail varnish is not permitted in Year 7, and jewellery is limited to a single stud in 
each earlobe.  

As you will have read in earlier correspondence, current government guidance is to avoid the use 
of changing facilities. For the first few weeks of term, we will request that students only change 
footwear, if necessary, for their PE lesson. These arrangements are far from ideal, however, the 
safety of students and staff, as always, must take full priority. We do hope to return to full PE 
lessons as soon as we are possibly able to.  

Equipment  

I can confirm that students will not need to bring PE trainers during the transition days. As we are 
unable to use lockers, students will require a suitable bag to carry their equipment and belongs 
around in.  All students should have their own basic stationary equipment including: 
• pens 
• pencils 
• ruler 
• rubber 
• coloured pencils 
• scientific calculator 
• glue stick 
• set of unbranded ear buds for use with computers/keyboards 
• an individual packet of personal tissues. 

Break and lunch 

Students will have break and lunch times during the transition days. We would encourage students 
to bring a packed lunch and a snack for break on both days, and each school day thereafter, 
however all students will have the opportunity to buy food from the school canteen for lunch. If you 
are intending to use the school canteen for lunch, please make sure that your child has had their 
ParentPay account set up and topped up with funds. For support in setting up the ParentPay, 
please contact the school from Monday 24 August and we will be able to guide you through the 
process. 

If your child is entitled to free school meals, lunch will be provided free of charge, however you 
must apply to receive free school meals if you are eligible. If you have not yet applied, or would like 
to discuss whether you may be entitled to free school meals, please contact the School Catering 
Service at Leicestershire County Council on 0116 305 5000 or visit their webpage for further 
information. 

Students will be expected to go to their outside space as soon as they have finished eating to allow 
for cleaning to take place. We will be excepting students to spend their break and lunchtimes 
outside in the fresh air in their designated zones and so they need to make sure they have 
appropriate outer clothing for this with them. We have wet break/lunch arrangements ready,  
should we need them. 

Photographs 

During the transition days we are aiming to take our headshot photographs of all students.                            
These photographs are used for internal purposes only and are used for identification on the 
school computer system. Formal, posed photographs will be taken later in the school year. 

 

https://www.brockington.leics.sch.uk/year-6-transition/
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/social-care-and-supporting-families/free-school-meals


Transition day activities 

The transition days will be a mixture of activities designed to help students to get to know their 
tutors, their teachers and students from other primary schools. I would encourage all students to 
bring their I’m moving on to… booklets with them on the transition days, and any work they have 
completed as part of the Summer of Growth project. Mrs Batstone and I have been bowled over by 
some of the work that has been sent through by e-mail over the summer, and we are looking 
forward to seeing more of the students’ work next week. 

Students will get a chance to meet key members of the school in assemblies and other activities 
over the two days. Whilst students will be based in year group “bubbles” during this term, we have 
arranged for year 7 to take part in activities across the school during the transition days, including 
taster lessons and an orienteering challenge to help them get used to the whole site. 

Departure 

On both days, we are aiming to stagger the students’ departure from c. 2.50pm to avoid 
overcrowding. I appreciate that parents may want to be on site to meet their children as they leave 
school, but I would ask that if you are travelling by car, you remain with your vehicle in the car park 
and ask that your child meets you there to avoid a large group congregating at the school 
entrance. In other cases, please support us in maintaining good health by observing social 
distancing outdoors and not congregating at the entrances to the school. 

Buses will depart on time, as normal, and the staggered departure will not affect your child if they 
catch the bus home. 

Appointments and meetings 

If you wish to speak to one of the pastoral team or the SEND team during the transition days, 
please get in touch with school reception on 0116 286 3722 to make an appointment. Due to social 
distancing measures, we can only organise meetings by appointment to regulate the number of 
people we have on site. 

Finally, I know that for parents/carers, sending your child to secondary school can be daunting, 
especially if this is the first time you have done so. At Brockington, we are a caring community and 
we will always support our young people and their families to ensure they have the best possible 
experience of school. If you do have any concerns, please do not hesitate to get in touch with us at 
college and we will support you through this process.  

I look forward to meeting you and your children on Thursday! 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Jon Barton 
Vice Principal 


