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Brockington Bulletin December 2019 Edition  

Sadie Batstone 
 Principal 

Website: www.brockington.leics.sch.uk      |      Facebook: www.facebook.com/brockingtoncollege      |      Twitter: www.twitter.com/brockingtoncoll  

At the end of a very full and exciting term, I’d like to wish all our parents and carers a very happy Christmas and 

a restful new year.  

The autumn term has been a busy one; I’d like to pay tribute to all the staff at Brockington who have worked 

tirelessly this term and often given time and effort beyond what’s expected of them, for the benefit of our students.  This edition of 

the bulletin gives just a small insight into so many activities that students have taken part in this term.  

I have also been very pleased with students across all year groups who have, in the vast majority of cases, worked exceptionally hard, 
behaved well and been involved in a variety of different activities. This is what we ask of students and we know that the return on this 
is a bright and successful future.   Across all year groups, there has been a substantial increase in the number of reward points given 
to students in recognition of their efforts in lessons and for playing an important part in the wider life of the college. It’s always a 
pleasure, and a proud moment, for me to write R3s to parents/carers informing you of the exceptional way our students contribute 
to the life of the college.  
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As I write, Year 11 students have received their mock examination results, and for most students this has provided them with a positive picture as they head, in 
the new year, into their final full term at Brockington.  For those who have done well - well done!  Keep up the good work.  For those who may not have done as 
well as they wanted to, then learning from the experience and continuing revision from January will make a substantial difference to GCSE grades of potentially 
2+ grades (e.g. grade 4 to grade 6). The Year 11 students demonstrated that they prepared well and have undertaken a professional approach to the mock 
exams. Over the Christmas break it is essential that they relax and recover; students will need to be fresh for January, ready for the next phase ahead of the 
March mock examinations. 

As always, we have some goodbyes to say to some wonderful members of staff.   To Mrs McKenzie, and Miss Howard who will be leaving us to take up senior 

leadership positions, and to Mr Ogleby and Mrs Morjaria who will be heading to pastures new.  I know that staff and students will greatly miss these members 

of staff who have worked tirelessly for the benefit of all at Brockington and I know they will go on to be successful in their new ventures.  Equally, we say a 

temporary goodbye to Mrs Cooper who will be starting maternity leave; we look forward to hearing the good news of baby’s arrival.  

Again, I’d like to wish you a happy Christmas and would remind parents/carers that we return to college on Tuesday 7 January 2020. 
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More News & Reminders  Matters and events 

End of term arrangements Brockington Christmas Show 2019 

School will close for the Christmas holidays at 12.40pm on Friday 20 December 2019.  The school buses 

will arrive for this time and will depart at approximately 12.50pm.  Due to the earlier finish, only cold 

‘grab and go’ lunches will be available on this day.  Students who would like a ‘grab and go’ lunch, 

including those who receive free school meals, must order their food at break the day before, and 

collect their lunch from the baguette bar on the last day, as they depart at 12.40pm. 

  

We appreciate that the early finish may create childcare issues for some parents/carers.  Therefore, 

there will be the facility for any child to stay in school and be supervised until 3pm, although there will 

be no school buses at this time.  Please contact the school office if you would like to make use of this 

facility by Monday 16 December 2019.  For any students staying at school until 3pm, we would ask that 

they report to the library immediately after classes are dismissed and that they order a cold ‘grab and 

go’ lunch or bring a packed lunch with them.   

  

There will be reduced administrative support over the holidays, so if you need to contact the school, 

please do so via admin@brockington.leics.sch.uk and be aware that a response will not be immediate.  

We look forward to seeing all students back at school on Tuesday 7 January 2020.  

Emergency 
closure of 

Brockington 
 
The college will only be closed as a last 
resort in the event of severe weather 
conditions or in an emergency.  
 
In the rare event that a decision to close 
is made, it will be communicated to 
parents/carers via the Brockington 
College website, Radio Leicester 104.9 
FM and the school text messaging 
system, wherever possible. 

It is that time of year again, we can almost smell the mince pies in the air. The annual Brockington 
Christmas show on Thursday 5 December was upon us and what a treat was in store.  Students played 
beautiful music lead by Mrs Ward and sang wonderful renditions of classic Christmas carols. There was a 
hauntingly beautiful version of ‘Away in a manger’ accompanied by Fran Penny on vocals, her voice lifting 
the spirits of everyone.  
 
This year, students all took to writing their own scripts which was an amazing task in itself.  They wrote 
wonderful pieces with a range of characters.  Each script explored a different aspect of Christmas, with the 
true meaning of the season reflected behind each of the performances. There was a wonderful scene 
which highlighted the famous football match between the soldiers during the war.  This was performed by 
two Year 7 students who created a piece of physical drama accompanied by song. There was a modern 
take of the classic Christmas carol, which had Scrooge replaced by a young teenage girl who was mean to all those around her. She 
soon learned that the importance of life is to value those we share it with.  
 
The hall was filled with laughter as a group of students performed a very clever and witty performance based on the Christmas story.  
Instead of Bethlem 2000 years ago, the performance was based in present day Leicester. It was a very clever script, written by our 
very own Ethan Dakin and performed by a combination of students from KS3.  We had a visit from former staff member Mrs O ’Hara, 
who found herself playing in the orchestra and getting stuck in like old times.  The students were delighted to get the chance to see 
her again and have her support the show.  
 
As a department we are very proud of the effort and creativity put in by all of the students and we are so thankful to the many 
parents/carers and friends who came to watch the show.  
 

Until next year…. Happy Christmas to you all.  Mrs Hawthorne  - Performing Arts department  

 

Brockington 
enrichment 
programme  

spring term 2020 
 

Is now available on the Brockington 
website and  the following link:- 

 
https://

www.brockington.leics.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2019/12/
Enrichment-Spring-2020-

Programme.pdf  

Cross country results 
 
The final two league races in the secondary schools league took 
place on the 29 November and 8 December. The junior boys 
team (Year 8 and  9) won the team race. Despite some very wet 
and muddy underfoot conditions, the boys performed very well. 
Imogen was representing Brockington in the junior girls race and 
she finished in 20th place. 
 
The County Schools championships will take place at Ratcliffe College on Saturday 8 February. 
 
Prestwold Hall results (29 November)  Burbage Common results (8 December) 
Junior boys     Junior girls 
Harry   7th    Imogen    20th 
Ben   13th    Junior boys  
Connor   16th    Mackenzie   3rd 
Lewis   18th    Harry R    7th  
      Harry C   10th  
      Ben    15th  
      Connor    8th  
      Lewis     20th  
 

Well done– Mr Platts - PE department 

mailto:admin@brockington.leics.sch.uk
https://www.brockington.leics.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Enrichment-Spring-2020-Programme.pdf
https://www.brockington.leics.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Enrichment-Spring-2020-Programme.pdf
https://www.brockington.leics.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Enrichment-Spring-2020-Programme.pdf
https://www.brockington.leics.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Enrichment-Spring-2020-Programme.pdf
https://www.brockington.leics.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Enrichment-Spring-2020-Programme.pdf
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Dates, events, and achievements  Term dates 

Competition Time Food Technology Designers of the month  
Every month the design department 
selects students from each year 
who have shown exceptional 
creative and design talent.  

This month congratulations  
go to: 

Year  7:    Lily Gibbons  
Year  8:  Daisy Bailey  
Year  9:  Ruby Noon and 
  Ellena Young   
Year 10:   Nicholas Rinaldi 
Year 11:   Ruby Heath and    
   Megan Thomas 
 

Well done Design Technology 
department 

 Achievements 

 

Bake sale for Cancer Research 
 

On Friday 6 December, Miss Russell’s Health and Social Care students held a bake 
sale during both lunch times.  They raised over £60.00 for Cancer Research.   
Thanks to all those who donated, contributed  and purchased items. 
 

Well done - Miss Russell  - Health and Social Care/PE departments 

 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 

Autumn term    

School opens  Wednesday 26 August 2020 Wednesday 25 August 2021 

Bank holiday  Monday 31 August 2020  Monday 30 August 2021 

Mid-term break  19 to  23 October 2020 18 to 22 October 2019 

School closes Friday 20 December 2019 Friday 18 December 2020 Friday 17 December 2021 

Spring term    

School opens Tuesday 7 January 2020 Tuesday 5 January 2021 Tuesday 4 January 2022 

Mid-term break 17 to 21 February 2020 15 to 19 February 2021 14  to 18 February 2022 

School closes Friday 3 April 2020 Friday 26 March 2021 Friday 8 April 2022 

Summer  term    

School opens Monday 20 April 2020 Monday 12 April 2021 Monday 25 April 2022 

May day Friday 8 May 2020             

 (Please note change of date) 

Monday 3 May 2021 Monday 2 May 2022 

Mid-term break 25 May to 29 May 2020 31 May to 4 June 2021 30 May to 3 June 2022 

School closes Friday 10 July 2020 Friday 9 July 2021 Friday 8 July 2022 

Food and nutrition:  
Bright sparks in   
Years 9 and 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Year   9)     Georgina Palmer 
(Year 10)     Aayush Masani 
(Year 10)    Kate Healey 
(Year 10)    Emily Marshall 
(Year 10)   Seren Fitzgibbon 

Well done  
Design Technology department 

Rotary young chef 
competition  

On Saturday 30 November, five of our GCSE 
food students wowed the Rotary Club’s young chef award judges 
with their talents.  Seren’s crisp profiteroles, Georgina’s gooey 
chocolate brownie and Emily’s towering souffle all impressed. Even 
with a near disaster of turning the wrong oven on, Kate claimed 
runner up and impressed so much she is the first second place contestant to be invited to 

develop her menu and cook with the Rotary’s chef, Tony.  
 
However, it was Aayush’s homemade sushi, having filleted the fish 
himself, and spicy Thai curry that won first place due to its skill and 
complex flavours. We are all exited to see how his menu develops 
for the next round in February.   
 

Well done -  Miss Leedham  - Design department  

Leicester Cathedral  
 
We were invited to support the primary 
schools Christmas service, at Leicester 
Cathedral on Tuesday  3 December, with a 
drama and vocal performance.   Performing 
a script written by Mrs Hawthorne, a small 
group of Year 7 and 8 students performed 
and three students also sang The First Noel, 
during a section of reflection.   
 
All students gave very high standard performances that were enjoyed by all attending the service, including Bishop Guli 
who also led a talk called The Greatest Gift of All.    
 

Well done all - Performing Arts department  

Performing Arts 

rewards:  

Star :   
 Ethan Dakin  (9O) 
   
 
Rising Star:  
 
 Honey Warren   (7G)
 Melody Gadsby  (7R) 
 

Well done   
Performing Arts department 
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Christmas STEM lectures  
Oxford University Museum of Natural History was the destination 
for eleven Year 9 students on Monday 9 December, as they were 
lucky enough to attend the famous ‘Christmas STEM lectures’, 
along with Mr Higham and Mrs Cheesman.  
 
The first lecture on ‘magnets fantastic’ was presented by two very 
enthusiastic physicists from Oxford University and featured a 

large number of visual demonstrations and fun audience participation, to explain the 
phenomenon of magnets. The second lecture focussed on volcanic behaviour, which 
was very topical given the recent volcanic activity in New Zealand, and was given by volcanologist, Dr Mike Rowley. 
He explained the difference between ‘blow’ and ‘flow’ eruptions and the research he was doing to help predict the 
nature of volcanic activity across the world.  

 
In between lectures we looked around the museum, which had a large collection of 
exhibits and was very informative, as well as being in a beautiful building. The day was 
thoroughly enjoyed by the students, and the opportunity of visiting the museum and 
experiencing the STEM lectures at Oxford University was a rare treat. 
 

Mrs Cheesman – Science department/Mr Higham Maths department 

Introduction from the Principal RS news, Christmas STEM lectures and library news 

P 

Book fair 
 
For the past two years, the library has run a very successful 
book fair.  A lot of great books were bought by students 
and in doing so credits were earned for the school, which 
has enabled us to obtain free books for the library worth 
more than £600.  I am delighted to announce that there 
will be another book fair in January and I am sure it will be 
every bit as successful (if not more) than the previous two.  
Please support this event by encouraging students to come 
and browse the books on sale and make at least one 
purchase.  Books for all ages, reading levels and interests 
will be available. 

 
Library after hours 
 
Once again I would like to remind you that the library is 
open almost every day after school until 4pm.  It is a quiet 
space where students can come to read or do homework.  They can use the computers for homework/research or just to 
print off their work using their printing credits.  On the rare occasion when the library is closed after school, this will be 

advertised in the morning bulletin. 
 

Christmas 
 
It’s that time of year!  The library has a number 
of books, both fiction and non-fiction, which 
have a Christmas theme and some of these are 
displayed on the library noticeboard (see 
photo).  This year the library is running a 
competition to make and decorate a Christmas 
tree, using the book folding method.  The 
closing date is Friday 13 December and they will 
be judged by a panel of staff in the last week of 
term. 
 
I wish all Brockington families a happy 
Christmas and remember that books make 
fantastic presents: they are non-fattening, easy 
to wrap and last forever! 

 
Mrs Elliott - Learning Resources Coordinator 

 Twitter: @BrockingtonLib 

 Brockington library news 

Christmas carol service 
All Brockington students will attend a carol service at Enderby Parish Church on either 
Wednesday 18 or Thursday 19 December 2019.  A variety of students from different  year 
groups will  lead the  service, alongside members of Enderby Parish Church.   The vocal 
group and orchestra will perform.  Students will also lead readings and prayers.  
 
It is a lovely way to end such a great autumn term in preparation for the Christmas holidays.   
 

Mrs McKenzie - RS department 

RS news 

Visit from Leicestershire youth offending service 
During the penultimate week of term, Year 11 classes have been visited by Julian Roberston, a member of staff 
from the youth offending service.  Students have been involved in a Q&A session and discussion on the law and 
crime. The topics discussed form part of their paper 2 study on religion, crime and 
punishment.  
 
All classes have been extremely respectful to our visitor and have learnt a vast amount 
about the youth offending services.   
 

Mrs McKenzie - RS department 
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There is a wide range of instrumental tuition available at Brockington College, which is provided by a variety of expert 
private instrumental teachers.  In most cases, your child will need to have their own instrument and bring it into 
school for lessons (with the obvious exception of drum kit and piano.)  This means students are able to receive their 
instrumental lessons during the school day but all communication regarding the arrangements and payments are 
made directly between parents/carers and the instrumental/vocal teacher. 
 
Lesson times are on a rota, so while students have lessons on the same day each week, the lessons are at a different 
time to avoid missing the same lessons regularly.  All details of the provision we provide at Brockington can be found 
below.   If you have any questions regarding instrumental/vocal tuition, please feel free to talk to or email Mrs Ward, 
curriculum team leader, performing arts via sew@brockington.leics.sch.uk    

Performing Arts and PE results 

Performing Arts Sports results 

 

ESFA  girls football results 
 
Year 8/9 girls round 4 EFSA football  Wednesday 4 December  
Brockington  6 – 0  Rushcliffe School 

Well done - Miss Russell - PE department 

Instrument Name of teacher Contact details 

Flute/piano Ms Teresa Bexon 01455 239373 | 07791 456054 | tjbmusic@talktalk.net 

Keyboard/piano Mr Ian Maw 07980 010060 | 01530 560653 | ianmaw@tiscali.co.uk 

Drums Mr Adam Stringer 07941 549962 | Adamstringermusic@hotmail.co.uk   

Guitar (electric/bass/classical) Mr Dave Jobson  07948 402728 | davidmusicroom@gmail.com 

Singing Ms Sarah Woodall 07866 015774 | saz.woodall@ntlworld.com 

Bassoon Ms Rebecca Wong 07888 368668 |rebeccawong13@yahoo.co.uk  

Clarinet Ms Christine Taylor 07802 664173 | christineataylor@ntl.com 

Violin/viola Ms Sally Smith 07799 492486 | sasviolinviola@hotmail.co.uk 

Violin, flute, piano Ms Alison Gates ajprintmusic@hotmail.co.uk  

Music technology South East Creative Arts 07545 848841 | southeastcreativearts@gmail.com 

Clarinet, saxophone, flute Mr Patrick White patrickjwhitemusicteacher@hotmail.co.uk  
Rugby results (girls) 

Year 9/10 girls rugby  

Brockington  87      Castle Rock 54 

The first ever girls’ rugby fixture for Brockington took place on Wednesday 27 November 2019.  They did really well!  It 
was a really muddy game but the girls smashed the contact and support play. Well done all!  

Well done - Miss Russell - PE department 

Badminton results 
December 2019    
Key stage  4  Brockington  7   Lutterworth  College  1 
    Brockington  5   Robert Smyth  Academy 3 

 
Team comprised of Charles Bates, Charlee Keen, Zac Smithson, Oliver Potts, Harry Eames 

 
Key stage  3  Brockington  8   Lutterworth  College  0 
    Brockington  8   Robert Smyth Academy 0 
 
The team comprised of Gabriel Davey, Thomas Marshall, Oscar Hall and Harry Rainbow. 
 
Well done to all the boys who represented the school, with two straight wins in the first two matches. 
 
The next match is at home to Welland Park Academy, Market Harborough on Wednesday 15 January 2020 

 
Well done - Mr Platts - PE department 

Girls futsal results 
Monday 2 December  
 
Year 8 girls  
Brockington   2 – 0  Robert Smyth  Academy     Brockington 0 – 3  Thomas Estley  Community College 
Brockington  0 – 0  Lutterworth High School     Brockington  0 – 0  Kibworth  School 
Brockington  1 – 0  Lutterworth College  
 

Brockington came second!   Well done  - Miss Russell - PE department 

County cup football results (boys)  
1st round 
Year 7        Year 8     
Brockington 3  Humphrey Perkins School  2    Brockington 3  Cedars Academy    0  
 
Year 9  
Brockington 9   De Lisle  College  1 
 

Well done - Mr Platts - PE department 

mailto:ses@brockington.leics.sch.uk
mailto:tjbmusic@talktalk.net
mailto:ianmaw@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:Adamstringermusic@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:rebeccawong13@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:christineataylor@ntl.com
mailto:sasviolinviola@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:ajprintmusic@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:southeastcreativearts@gmail.com
mailto:patrickjwhitemusicteacher@hotmail.co.uk
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Maths Week England 
 
As a school, we celebrated Maths Week England from the 9 to 14 
November.  We used spiritual reflection time to consider the importance of 
mathematics and numeracy and took part in a number of competitions. One 
of these was the Times Table Rock Stars Maths Week England Competition.  
 
Out of the thousands of schools that participated, Brockington came 57th in 

the competition, which is fantastic. Well done to all those that took part by using Times Table Rock Stars 
in this week.  
 
This maths based game is available to all students at Brockington and can aid 
in improving competency in times tables. If your child does not currently 
know their login, please ask them to talk myself or their maths teacher.  
 
If you would like to find out more about the importance of numeracy in the 
UK, please visit www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk  
 

Mr Price -  Associate Assistant Principal /Maths department 

More News & Reminders  Presentation evening, World Skill Live and Maths Week England 

Former Year 11 presentation evening World Skill Live 2019  

We managed to fit nearly 200 ‘class of 2019’ students and their guests into the 
hall for our annual presentation evening, which took place on Wednesday 27 
November.  Mrs Smith, Head of Year 11, opened the ceremony by welcoming 
the students back to Brockington and noting how grown up they all looked after 
only a few months away. It was lovely to see so many of our leavers beaming 
with pride as they were presented with their GCSE certificates by Brockington 
College staff and governors.   

Mr Chris Southall returned in his new role as trust leader, having guided the 
students through their five years at the college, and gave an inspiring speech 
encouraging all of our former students to use their talents to live life to the full 
as they move into adulthood.  

Eleven students received trophies to recognise and celebrate their achievements whilst at Brockington College. A number of the 
citations, written by staff about the students they nominated, were very emotional and highlighted the strength and perseverance 
the students had demonstrated both at school and in their own personal lives.  We send our warmest congratulations to all of our 
trophy winners! 

The presentation evening was a huge success and it was a real privilege to be able to celebrate with so many of our former 
students; staff were delighted to be able to catch up with the students and their parents and hear about college courses, 
apprenticeships and training over delicious drinks and canapés, which were provided by our school catering team. 

The following  students received trophies to recognise and celebrate their achievements whilst at Brockington College. 

On behalf of everyone at Brockington College, I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our former Year 11 students the 
very best for the future.  Please do keep us informed of your post Brockington journeys; no matter how far you go, Brockington is a 
family and we love to hear what you are up to! 

Mr Barton - Vice Principal 

175 Year 9 students attended the UK’s largest skills, apprenticeships and 
careers event at the NEC on Thursday 21 November 2019.  World Skill Live 
was an opportunity for students to get up and close to employers and 
think about their own future careers.  
 
Many students undertook the skills challenges that were being offered by 
employers such as 3D printing, electronics, hair and beauty and cooking to 
name a few. Students were able to speak to employers such as Coca Cola, 
BAE system and Jaguar Land Rover.  All students were a credit to the 
school and were impeccably behaved.  
 

Mr Patel - Assistant Principal 
 

 

 

 

Principal's Cup Jenna Moore 

Niamh Dickinson Cup for Outstanding Artist Erin Christopher 

John Riley Memorial Cup for Personal Achievement  Viraj Patel 

Michael Balfour Cup - Sportswoman of the Year Jessie Wright 

Michael Balfour Cup - Sportsman of the Year Tom Gibbons 

Head of Year Cup Lois Pickering 

Hindson Music Shield Philippa Mackness 

Stephen Marfleet Memorial Trophy for Endeavour  Ariane Fisher 

Koinonia Award Amber Saqladi and Richard Arens 

The Daniel Newton Memorial Trophy for Perseverance Eliyana Wilkinson-Douglin 

Elizabeth Durrance English Excellence Trophy Elizabeth Burt 

http://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk
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Introduction from the Principal Geography News  

 

 
 Urban Fieldwork in Enderby 

On Tuesday 3 December 2019, Year11 students undertook urban fieldwork in Enderby to seek to answer the enquiry question “To what extent is Enderby a 
sustainable community?”  Students behaved impeccably during the day and members of our local community commented upon their behaviour and attitude whilst 
busily assessing sustainability in the village centre. 

To complete the primary research element of the fieldwork, students used two techniques.  Firstly, the sustainability of Enderby was measured using a bipolar survey 
based upon the geographical model ‘Egan’s Wheel’ which measures how sustainable a community is based upon factors such as housing, community facilities, 
services, local economy, transport, housing and governance. Following this primary research, students will complete secondary research using a range of sources (for 
example, local census data, traffic flow information, crime rates, etc) to judge if the results of their primary research correlate to a wider assessment of the 
sustainability of the village.  

Although students have yet to draw detailed and full conclusions, many remarked that they had not realised the proliferation of personal services businesses (such as 
tanning, nails, hair and beauty) and café/coffee shops, at the expense of traditional high-street retail businesses. Students also drew very positive on-the-spot 
conclusions about the number and variety of community services and facilities within the village (such as the many sports clubs on Mill Lane, the number of churches, pre-schools, the village institute, urgent care centre, leisure centre, etc).  

A request for help 

In the next academic year, our fieldwork focus (set by our examination board) will change to the concept of change over time. One of the ways we can study this is to examine historical photographs of a place and compare with how the same 
site appears today. Such historical photographs could be from over a century ago or, perhaps even more usefully, taken within the last 40-50 years. If you have any street-scene photographs of Enderby, specifically the village centre area from 
the motorway behind Brockington College up to High Street and from Blaby Road across to around Shortridge Lane, copies of these would be very welcome if you would consider sharing these with our GCSE geography students. If you have 
any images you would be happy to share, please contact Mr Molloy (Head of Geography) at tmm@brockington.leics.sch.uk or by leaving a message at the college at 0116 2863722 if you do not have access to the internet.  

Finally, one of the questions asked by students during our fieldwork regarded the obvious prominence of the local Cooperative Society in the past (the Coop store, Cooperation Cottages, the Coop Bank, Cooperation Street). If any members of 
our local community have any further information about this aspect of the history of the village, we would welcome contact from you in anticipation of our fieldwork next year.  

Environmental committee 

The Brockington environmental committee has been working hard over the course of the past term to prepare for a number of exciting developments at the college. Our committee is made up of students from all year groups who are 
enthusiastic about making the college, the community and our entire planet as sustainable as possible. As Brockington is a reasonably large college on a large site, we see many opportunities to improve local sustainability starting right here, 
in school. Our priorities for this year are: 

Woodland development 

We have successfully applied for over 120 tree saplings from the Woodland Trust to be planted around our college site and in the primary schools that make up the Embrace Multi Academy Trust.  There are 
a variety of species, that we plan to plant around the college site to improve the absorption of carbon dioxide and thus reduce the carbon footprint of the college.  We also intend to plant in our ingallsfield 
woodland area, adjacent to the motorway, to increase our already substantial green buffer from vehicle emissions from this direction.  

Eco-Schools status 

Students are currently beginning an audit of the sustainability of the college to allow us to apply for the first in the Eco-Schools awards series.  This audit will examine many areas of sustainability and environmental 
impact and will also develop an understanding of environmental issues. The geography department and PSCHE departments have also redeveloped schemes of work so that lessons better reflect the environmental 
agenda.  

Fairtrade status 

The final major initiative this year is for the school to begin to acquire Fairtrade status. This process also involved a whole-school audit and it based around the concept of fair trade, where producers of products are 
guaranteed a fair income. We will begin this process with smaller, incremental changes but over the course of the next three years we intend for much more significant changes and whole-school education as a result of 
our commitment. 

Mr Molloy - Geography department 

mailto:tmm@brockington.leics.sch.uk
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Community 

E-Safety 

 

 
Recycle 

Advice for giving technology gifts this Christmas 
 
With Black Friday and Cyber Monday over, and Christmas not far away, there are a number of things 
you can do before handing over any tech presents on Christmas day. 
 
Technology can be a great and exciting gift for young people at Christmas. Games consoles, tablets, 
smart watches and mobile phones are often at the top of a teenager’s Christmas list. The UK Safer 
Internet Centre have created some top tips for parents and carers, looking at what you can do before 

these gifts arrive under the tree on the 25 December: 
 
Have a look at parental controls 
 
Have a look at the device before Christmas day. Take the time to install the parental controls and safety settings that you want onto 
the device. This way you know how the device works and don’t have to worry about finding time to install parental controls once your 
child already has access to the device. Be open and transparent with your child about what parental controls are in place. Finding the 
right balance between privacy and safety is key. 
 
Have a go on the device yourself 
 
The easiest way to get to know the safety settings, reporting tools and other features available on the device you’ve just bought is by 
having a play on it yourself! If you know what apps or social networks your child is most likely to install onto the device day one, have 
a quick look at safety guidance for that particular platform so you’re familiar with it. 
 
Make a family agreement 
 
Making a family agreement is a great way to think about how your family uses the internet, and to help make sure that everybody 
understands the importance of staying safe and positive online. A family agreement is a chance for you to discuss how your family 
uses the internet. It can include how often you use technology, if it is allowed to be used in communal spaces, like at the kitchen 
table, and if permission needs to be gained before downloading any new apps. 
 
Talk to your child about using technology safely 
 
Ask your child the following questions: “Do you know how you block or report on the games you’re playing? Can you show me how to 
do it?” “What will you use this device for?” and “Can you show me what your favourite thing to do online is?”. 
 
As always, if you are worried, concerned about, or would like more advice on how to keep your child 
safe online, please visit our dedicated E-safety page: http://www.brockington.leics.sch.uk/e-safety/. 
 

Mr Spencer -  IT department 

Brockington 

poppy appeal 
Thank you to all the students, 
staff and visitors who bought 
poppies to wear and raised 
£280.54 for The Royal British 
Legion. 
 

Thank you. 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
http://www.brockington.leics.sch.uk/e-safety/

