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It’s with great pleasure that I am able to contribute for the first time to the Brockington Bulletin. Over
the past few weeks, I have spent time getting to know pupils and staff as well as meeting parents/carers at the Year
7 consultation evening. Until May half term, I will be at Brockington three days a week whilst the Year 11 pupils at
my previous school get underway with their GCSE exams. I am looking forward to being able to be at Brockington
full time from the beginning of June.

Sadie Batstone
Principal

Year 10/11 girls football county final see page 7

The Year 11 pupils at Brockington College have now started their exam season and their attitude and approach has
been exemplary. To support them during what is a very pressured time, we have opened the school from 8am for
breakfast so that they are able to come in early, do a little extra revision, eat and calm their nerves. I am pleased to
see a great number of the pupils have taken up this opportunity, alongside teachers who have made themselves
available at this time to give last minute advice or a boost of confidence as needed! I wish every success to all the
Year 11 pupils for the remainder of their exams! Once the Year 11 pupils have completed their exams in mid-June,
it will be the turn of the Year 10 pupils to sit their mock exams. This is a good opportunity for them to learn how to
revise, to set a revision timetable and to plan their revision schedule so that, not only can they perform well in their
mock exams, but they also prepare themselves for their final year at Brockington. We will be holding a meeting at
the start of June which will provide more information and top tips, to enable Year 10 pupils and their parents/carers
to make the most of this season and I’m looking forward to meeting many of you for the first time at the event.

Whilst our Year 9 pupils have had a busy year embarking upon their GCSE studies, Year 8 have completed their option choices ready to take on the
challenge of Key Stage 4. At the same time, our Year 10 pupils have been visited by many Post 16 providers as they begin to consider their choices for life
after Brockington. We have had many colleges, institutions and apprenticeship providers present during assemblies, allowing pupils to begin to consider
their next steps. As always, we are grateful to the colleges for sending staff to come and talk to our young people as they begin the exciting journey into the
next stage of their lives.

Sports hall athletics county finals see page 7

Guide dog stress busting puppy workshop
see page 3

As we head into the final half term of this academic year, I would like to thank parents and carers on behalf of Brockington for the continued support you show to the school.
Parents/carers play an essential part in the development of each pupil that we serve and the more closely we are able to work with you, the more effective we will be at
providing every opportunity for your child to leave Brockington well prepared for their next stage both academically, and as well rounded individuals who uphold the values
that underpin all we do at Brockington College.
Sadie Batstone, Principal
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Art competition see page 5

Matters,
dates& Reminders
and events
More News

Absence requests in term time

Dates for your diary

Regular attendance at Brockington College is vital to each child’s education and development. The school aims for all of its pupils to have 100%
attendance and ‘good’ attendance is considered to be 96% or above, with no unauthorised absences. It is for this reason that non-attendance, however
short or infrequent, is treated seriously. In line with current legislation, the school policy is that a pupil leave of absence during term time will only be
authorised if proven exceptional circumstances apply.

Year 11 GCSE examinations

Monday

13 May 2019 to
17 June 2019

New Year 7 (2019/2020)
transition days

Monday

8 July 2019

Day

Tuesday

9 July 2019

Day

New Year 7 (2019/2020)
parent/carer welcome
evening

Monday

8 July 2019

Evening
(7.00 pm to
8.00 pm)

Values trips
(Year 7, 8, 9, 10)

Tuesday

9 July 2019

Year 11 GCSE results day

Thursday

22 August 2019

There are no changes to the guidance from the Department for Education and therefore, Brockington College will continue to notify the Pupil Services
Court Team at Leicestershire County Council of unauthorised leaves of absence.
If a child has an unauthorised leave of absence, Leicestershire County Council may issue a parent with a penalty notice of £120.00 per parent, per child
(discounted to £60.00 if paid within 21 days) or the case could be referred by them directly to a Magistrates’ Court for the purposes of criminal
prosecution.
It is hoped that you will take serious consideration of the information outlined above and reconsider your plans to take an unauthorised leave of
absence during school term time. Thank you for your support in this matter.
Mrs Bullivant - Attendance Manager

Voice It

Important catering information
We would like to remind parents/carers that pupils should not try
to purchase food when they do not have enough money on their
catering account. Balances should be checked regularly. Pupils
can check their balance using the loaders located in the courtyard and parents/carers can use
ParentPay to see the balance on their child’s catering account. Please note telephone calls
home will not be made for pupils with insufficient funds on their account.

Pupils with insufficient funds on their account
If pupils do not have sufficient funds they can go to the baguette bar at lunch time in the main
courtyard and inform the catering staff. They will then be allowed a filled roll and piece of
fruit, which will need to be paid for the following day. Water fountains are in school so pupils
can have a drink. Pupils will not be able to purchase anything at break time if they do not
have sufficient funds. Please help us to continue to provide an efficient
catering service for our pupils by checking their balance regularly.
In the interests of other pupils with nut allergies, please do not include
nuts or nut products in your child’s packed lunch. Thank you.
Mrs Sidwell - Catering Manager

Voice It was launched after a Brockington anti-bullying survey revealed that pupils
felt that it was not easy to register a concern or report bullying to adults, both at
home and school. One reason for this was that they did not feel brave enough to
have the conversations face-to-face and felt it a very daunting idea to have to sit
and discuss their worries. Our system can be anonymous or pupils can leave their
name. It makes it easier for pupils to log concerns about bullying, anti-social
behaviour and any other concerns they may have in and around the school. The
system has proved to be highly effective and is used on a regular basis. Pupils can
use the ‘Voice It boxes’ outside of the pastoral office room 018 or in the library, or
they can use the online form accessed through the school website. Their concerns
are then passed to the relevant head of year and pastoral manager to deal with
and resolve the issues. To find out more or to log concern, please visit the school
website or the following link: http://goo.gl/j4Sl4n.
Summary of issues: April and May 2019
Anonymous report of unkind treatment
of another pupil

2

Resolved by year teams

Report of friendship issue in class

2

Resolved by year teams

Mrs Underwood - Pastoral Manager
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Introduction
the Principal
RS, University Challenge
and from
Canadian
ski trip

RS News
Brockington Easter Service
Year 7, 8 and 9 Brockington pupils attended an Easter
Service at Enderby Parish Church on Friday 12 April.

University Challenge comes to Brockington
50 Year 7 and 8 pupils took part in a session run by Coventry University in April as part of
their school outreach programme. Students were introduced to what university life is like,
the wide range of courses on offer and the various routes available to them to make going to
university reality and not just a pipe dream.
The pupils completed a variety of engaging tasks, including a team quiz and even a
construction challenge to design a university for pigs! The session tested pupils’ team
building skills, putting their imagination to work and creating inspirational ideas as a result.

Pupils commented on the practical aspect of the day, commenting that is was a ‘fun’ way of exploring university life.
Miss Shepherd - Child Development and Humanities teacher

The service was led by Year 9 pupils, which involved the
school vocal group and a performance exploring Holy Week.
Mrs McKenzie - RS department

Guide dog stress busting
puppy workshop
Before the GCSE exams commenced, Year 11 pupils were
invited to a guide dog stress-busting puppy workshop.
Pupils were able to spend time with the guide dogs in
training in order to help wellbeing, anxiety and stress levels
leading up to
the exams.
Pupils donated
£1.00 each to
go towards the
Guide Dogs
Trust.

Mrs McKenzie - RS department

Brockington Canadian ski trip
At 7am on 11 April 2019, 29 pupils and four staff departed
Brockington College. 24 hours later and in the dead of night, we
arrived at the mountain resort of Jasper, Canada. On arrival we were
quickly shown to our rooms for some much needed rest!

The following morning we were greeted with crisp cold air and
stunning panoramic views of the mountains that surrounded the
resort. After our all you can eat breakfast, we were taken to fit our ski
gear and then driven in a classic yellow school bus up to the slopes.
The next six days involved an early wake up of 7.30am, breakfast and then a bus trip up the mountain for two hours of hard skiing
in the morning. A quick pit stop where an all you can eat hot lunch was enjoyed, before heading back out on the slopes for another
two hours of skiing.
On the first two days, the weather was amazing with blue skies and warm temperatures! In the following days we experienced
some light snow flurries followed by blue skies! The pupils showed excellent determination and perseverance during the week.
With most pupils having never skied before, the fall count was high, however the pupils were not put off by this and carried on
regardless. It was noticed by the instructors and staff alike, how determined our pupils were to improve. Their hard work paid off
with all the pupils coming off the slopes happy at each day’s achievements. In the last two days the pupils were taken further afield
by their instructors onto some very challenging slopes. This allowed all groups to practice and display all that they had learned in
the week.
After each full day of skiing, the pupils had an organised activity for the evening, these ranged from quizzes, the cinema and an all
you can eat pizza night.
The week went extremely fast and it was soon the day of our return. We boarded the coach at a very early 8am and arrived back at
Brockington College 21 hours later with some very tired pupils eager to share their stories of the week with family and friends.
Mr Marsden - Head of Year and PE teacher
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Introduction
fromnews
the Principal
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award , library, Health and Social Care and
Art-AI Festival

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

Brockington library news

P

Pupil librarians

Having spent the first two terms
working on the physical, skills
and volunteering sections, the
summer term is all about
completing the expedition
section of the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award.

Last term, pupils were invited to apply to be pupil librarians for the twelve months commencing
this term. About half of the pupil librarians from the previous twelve months opted to continue
and the new pupils, whose applications were successful, received training in four after-school
sessions in April. These new pupil librarians have begun their four-week probation period and so far are proving a great
asset to the library. Three Year 7 pupil librarians are working on a display on Mental Health which will no doubt be finished
before the next bulletin comes out.

All the preparations have been completed by the Year 10 group. They have spent six weeks at training sessions
after school, working on their map reading, route planning, cooking and camp craft skills. The group has also
had some practice at putting up their tents – always important to be able to do this quickly in a British summer!
Between now and the end of the year, each group will complete a practice and an assessed expedition.
There are seven pupils who are looking for a volunteering opportunity to complete. This must be done as part
of a not for profit organisation.
If anyone is able to offer any support with this, please contact me on dofe@brockington.leics.sch.uk

Library opening times during exam period
Unfortunately, the library is situated next to some of the rooms which are used for the GCSE exams. This means that for the
next four weeks it will be closed for much of the time during the school day. However, it will be open after school most days
until 4pm when it is a good time to come to do homework or exam revision.

Overdue books
During the exam period I appreciate that it will be more difficult for pupils to return books. However, they can do this at the
beginning and end of the school day even if the library is not open at other times. There is a book drop box in the library
corridor where books can be left safely.

Twitter

Mr Gardner - Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Coordinator/PE department

Twitter: @BrockingtonLib
Mrs Elliott - Learning Resources Coordinator

Health and Social Care pupils
help people with sensory
difficulties
Health and Social Care pupils in Year 10 have been practising
helping people with sensory difficulties. They completed a number of tasks aimed at helping
those with vision and hearing impairments. An obstacle course was created for them to guide
their partners around, giving both pupils the opportunity to explore what it is like to be both a
guide and a person with a vision impairment.
A thoroughly enjoyable lesson with a very clear message attached to it.
Miss Frazer - Health and Social Care/PE teacher
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Art-Al Festival Haymarket Theatre
On 20 May 2019, two groups of Year 9 computer scientists attended the Art
-AI Festival at the Haymarket Theatre and took part in an electronics
workshop. They built their own ‘useless’ robots, coded them and tested
them out. Some designs included a theremin, a line detector and light
detector. At the end of the workshop, two judges decided which robot was
the most ‘useless’ and selected it to go through to the next round.
There were two trips, one in the morning and one in the afternoon. All the
Year 9 pupils had a very good time and came back with amazing
certificates.
Fahd Farooqi (Year 9N) on behalf of Mr Turner Curriculum Team Leader ICT/Business Studies

Term dates

Dates, events, results and achievements
2018-2019

2019-2020

Athletics

2020-2021

Autumn term
School opens

Thursday 29 August 2019

Wednesday 26 August 2020

Bank holiday

Not applicable

Monday 31 August 2020

Mid-term break

14 to 18 October 2019

19 to 23 October 2020

School closes

Friday 20 December 2019

Friday 18 December 2020

Spring term
School opens

Tuesday 7 January 2020

Tuesday 5 January 2021

Mid-term break

17 to 21 February 2020

15 to 19 February 2021

School closes

Friday 3 April 2020

Friday 26 March 2021

School opens

Monday 20 April 2020

Monday 12 April 2021

May day

Monday 4 May 2020

Monday 3 May 2021

Mid-term break 27 May to 31 May 2019

25 May to 29 May 2020

31 May to 4 June 2021

School closes

Friday 10 July 2020

Friday 9 July 2021

Mackenzie (8C) took to the streets of London
when taking part in the London mini
marathon on 28 April. Mackenzie who won
the Area Sports 1500m last year, finished in
43rd place out of 240 in the 5K London
event. He improved his personal best time by
37 seconds, finishing in an impressive 17
minutes and 37 seconds.

Well done Mackenzie.
Mr Platts - PE department

Summer term

Friday 12 July 2019

Achievements
Food and nutrition:
Competition Time Food Technology
bright sparks in
Years 8 and 10
Designers of the month

Every month the design department
selects pupils from each year who have
shown exceptional creative and design
talent.

Mrs O’Hara
Performing Arts
teacher

This month congratulations go to:
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11

Logan Armstrong
Faith Browne
Alyssa Melbourne/
Charley Hickling
Francesca Penny
Jack Doolin
Simran Arora
Well done
Design Technology

Congratulations
and
well done

on passing your
grade 8 piano exam
excellent achievement
Elleigh Jefferson (Year 8)
Fran West (Year 10)
Lilly Dent (Year 10)
Miss Leedham Design Technology department

Mrs Ward Performing Arts
department

Athletics results
Junior girls

(Year 7/8)

1st

Inter girls

(Year 9/10)

3rd

Junior boys

(Year 7/8)

1st

Inter boys

(Year 9/10)

2nd

Well done all
Miss Russell - PE department

Art competition
The art department had reason to celebrate this month. A group of pupils ranging from Year 8 to Year 10 entered a competition
set by the Bishop of Loughborough, Rt Rev’d Dr Guli Francis-Dehqani. The competition was to create a piece of artwork in
response to the song by Stormzy ‘Blinded by your Grace’. The winning piece, selected from the four secondary schools in the
Diocese, would be framed and hung in the Bishops’ lodges, along with a cash prize of £150. Three runners up received cash prizes
of £50.
Pieces by Molly in Year 10, Ella M in Year 10, Ella B in Year 10, Alicia in Year 9
and Sarah in Year 8 from Brockington, were all shortlisted by the Bishop, to be
displayed in an exhibition and awards evening at Leicester Cathedral.
The pieces that our pupils produced were great contenders, standing amongst
artwork created by Year 11 and 12 pupils from other schools.

Whilst the overall prize was awarded to a Year 11 pupils from Samworth
Academy, our own Alicia in Year 9 was awarded a runner up prize of £50.
I would like to thank all pupils who took the time and effort to enter the
competition and congratulate all five girls who had work exhibited, in particular
Alicia for her winning piece. Well done!
Mrs Wilson - Art department
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Football season, lunchIntroduction
boxes and medical
from thematters
Principal

Football season 2018/2019

The season has ended with a number of successes for our teams. Most notably Year 8 boys and Year 10/11
girls, with both teams winning their leagues and reaching the County Cup finals. The girls also reached the
County Futsal finals.
Year 7 boys: won their area league and lost in the semi finals of the County Cup to the eventual winners, Rawlins Academy.
They have worked hard all year and have the potential to build on their good work and go and challenge strongly again next
year.
Year 8 boys: have had a really strong season. Credit for this is down to their hard work and commitment in Year 7, when
they failed to progress through the league and cup competitions. There would regularly be over 20 boys out for training right
up to the last week of term. Due to commitment from all of the boys, they have developed into a very strong team, losing
only one game in their season, winning their area league and the County Cup. If they maintain their commitment, they have
the potential to have another successful season next year, where we hope they will continue to enjoy the style of football that
we encourage them to play.
Year 9 boys: had a difficult season making the transition to the full senior size pitch and will be looking to improve next
season.
Year 10 boys: continue to play a very mature style of football but haven't had the luck they deserved this season, losing
narrowly when dominating games. This is something they will look to put right next year.
We have a happy nucleus of girls regularly coming to girls football night on Monday after school. However, WE NEED
MORE!!
Year 7 girls: have had a difficult season. However, we look forward to their progress next year.
Year 8/9 girls: have continued to show their quality and resilience. They narrowly lost to a very physical Vale of Belvoir in the
County Cup semi final and in the Futsal final.
Year 10/11 girls: we have been blessed with some outstanding footballers in this group backed up by a committed group of
girls who always give their best and continue to surprise us with their level of ability in games. They have once again had a
great season, winning the County Futsal final and losing narrowly in a keenly contested County Cup final 6-7.
After five years representing Brockington, our Year 11 girls will leave us with fond memories of adventures in the National
Schools Cup. We wish them well for the future and thank them for all they have given to girls’ football at Brockington.
Mr Buck - Facilities Manager

Emergency inhaler medication

We have a number of pupils in school that have been prescribed inhalers by their GP.

If, in the event of an asthma attack, you wish your child to be given an emergency inhaler, please would you
complete the emergency consent form which is on the school website.
It is also important that:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

pupils carry their inhalers with them at all times
inhalers are labelled with your child’s name
expiry dates are checked regularly
you consider providing a spare inhaler to be kept in the first aid room
inhalers are taken by pupils to PE lessons (a small labelled container may help to prevent any loss of
items)
inhalers are taken by pupils on any school trips.
If you would like further information or are unsure of procedures, please do not hesitate to ask
Miss Brotherton, School Health Coordinator (0116 2863722)

Updates to pupil health/medical conditions records
In order to keep Brockington medical records current, please inform the school of any changes regarding your
child’s health/medical conditions by contacting the school or Miss Brotherton (0116 2863722). Alternatively, an
email can be sent to admin@Brockington.Leics.sch.uk or klb@Brockington.Leics.sch.uk.
Thank you for your co-operation. Miss Brotherton, School Health Coordinator (0116 2863722)

Risk assessments

Following an injury or a period of illness, your child may require a risk assessment prior to returning to school.
Please call the School Health Co-ordinator to discuss this and if appropriate, to arrange an appointment for a
risk assessment. This then ensures that all necessary health and safety measures are put in place to best
support your child. Miss Brotherton, School Health Coordinator (0116 2863722)

Returning to school after illness

Following an episode of vomiting or diarrhoea, please can we ask that your child does not return to school until
they have had 24 hours free of any symptoms.

Collection and naming of lunch boxes

Could pupils please ensure that if they leave their lunch box on the table in the hall at lunch times,
they remember to collect it before they go home at the end of the school day. If not collected on a
Friday, the premises department will dispose of them.

Nut allergies
In the interests of other pupils with nut allergies, please do not include nuts or nut products
in your child’s packed lunch. Thank you.

Also, please make sure that all lunch boxes and water bottles are named. Thank you. Premises staff
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Performing arts and sports news/results

Sports results

Performing arts

Sports hall athletics county finals

Here at Brockington College, we recognise the importance that learning to play a musical instrument can have on a
young adult. It can help to promote a sense of self-discipline, self-esteem and enhance self-expression/creativity. We
therefore encourage as many pupils as possible to start to learn a musical instrument. If you are interested in booking
lessons for your child, then please contact the teacher of the instrument you are interested in. They will then send out
their information and contracts in order to start lessons with them. If you have any questions, please contact
Mrs Ward at the school on 0116 286 3722 or via email sew@brockington.leics.sch.uk

The Year 7 boys indoor athletics team took part in the county finals which were held at Uppingham School on 2 April.
Brockington were representing the Blaby & Harborough district and were up against seven other schools from the
different districts across Leicestershire and Rutland.

Instrument

Name of teacher

Contact details

The boys performed brilliantly to finish in 3rd place in a very high standard of competition.

Flute

Ms Teresa Bexon

01455 239373 | 07791 456054 | tjbmusic@talktalk.net

Keyboard/piano

Mr Ian Maw

ianmaw@tiscali.co.uk

Drum kit

Mr Adam Stringer

07941 549962 mylittlehomie@hotmail.com

Guitar (electric/bass/classical)

Mr Dave Jobson

07948 402728 | davidmusicroom@gmail.com

Singing

Ms Sarah Woodall

saz.woodall@ntlworld.com

Clarinet/saxophone

Mr Patrick White

patrickjwhitemusicteacher@hotmail.co.uk

Brass

Geoff Newman

geoffnewmanmusic@talktalk.net

Violin/viola

Ms Sally Smith

sasviolinviola@hotmail.co.uk

Music technology

South East Creative
Arts

07545848841 southeastcreativearts@gmail.com
(southeastcreativearts.co.uk)

Percussion

Mr Kieran O’Riordan korpercussion@hotmail.co.uk

Violin, flute, piano

Ms Alison Gates

Performing arts
rewards:
Star :
Imogen Drinkwater (11I)
for a fantastic set of GCSE
music performances
Rising Star:
Lillie Barlow (9K)
for excellent work in drama

The top five teams are as follows:
1st Hinckley & Bosworth
2nd East Leicester
3rd Brockington
4th Oadby & Wigston
5th North West Leicester

286 pts
273 pts
265 pts
263 pts
252 pts

The team comprised of: (back row) Joe, Dylan,
Oscar, Tom, (front row) Harry C,
Harry R, and Lewis .

Mr Platts - PE department

07720 061856 |ajprintmusic@hotmail.co.uk

Year 10/11 girls football county final
De Lilse College 7-6 Brockington

Well done to the girls for coming
second! It was such a close game and
unfortunate you didn’t get the win!
Miss Russell - PE department

Perfoming Arts
department
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Community

Recycle
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