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Seussical The Musical see page 2

It was a real pleasure to watch the school production, ‘Seussical’ recently. I was amazed by the talent of our pupils and by the amount of pupils that were
involved in this year’s performance. Great credit goes to all the cast and backstage crew, as well as to the members of staff that organised and supported the
musical. Well done to all!

Mr Chris Southall
Principal

We are now in a vital preparation period for all Year 11 pupils, as they prepare for their GCSE examinations in only three school weeks! We know that Year 11
pupils respond differently to the forthcoming exams. Some pupils require the help of parents/carers to keep them calm and to encourage periods of relaxation
alongside the revision. Some of our Year 11 pupils need your support in pushing them harder with their revision and in supporting them through asking examstyle questions.
You will know best what support your child requires, but do not under-estimate how important your support is during this stressful period in their lives.

Embrace Multi Academy Trust officially opened on 1 April 2019. There is a list of work to be undertaken centrally and across the schools, as we work together to be as effective as we
can be in relation to the standards achieved by all our pupils. This work will generally gather pace as we become established. On a business level, we will be seeking to generate
savings and increase income to deliver as much funding as possible directly to education. However, the majority of our work will be linked directly to making a difference at pupillevel.
As Embrace forms, I will be moving to the role of Chief Executive Officer of the new trust. Mrs Batstone will lead Brockington College as Principal for three days a week after the Easter
holiday and I will be based at Brockington on the other two days. After May half-term, Mrs Batstone will be sole Principal at Brockington.

World Book Day see page 4

Over the nine years as Principal at Brockington College, I have had the privilege of working with and alongside some outstanding pupils, members of staff, governors and parent/
carers.
I know it will be the Brockington people that I miss the most, as I move into the new role. They have been a source of delight, entertainment, concern, frustration, motivation and
inspiration. It is hard working in a ‘people industry’ because everyone is different and has different needs. However, the day to day challenges are overcome from the satisfaction
brought by the outcome of our work together. One of the greatest pleasures in life is to meet an ex-pupil, keen to tell you what they are now doing. It is at this point, that the world of
education makes sense.
In my new role, I will be maintaining close contact with everyone at Brockington College. I will be doing my best to support Mrs Batstone, as Brockington College continues to grow
from strength to strength. It is a very special school that understands the value of people and that a person is much more than their examination grades, important though they are.
Mr Chris Southall, Principal
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New York Trip see page 6

Matters,
dates& and
events
More News
Reminders

Dates for your diary

Seussical The Musical
Over three evenings, pupils from across the school joined together to transport the
audience to the magical world of Dr Seuss, where, with The Cat in the Hat (the
talented Molly) as the narrator, they followed the heart-warming story of Horton
the Elephant (brilliantly portrayed by Toby) desperately trying to save a tiny planet
full of Whos. Our cast were absolutely fantastic and sang, danced and acted their
hearts out. Particular mention must go to our leads who include: Liberty and
Sophie as Gertrude and Mayzie, two birds with wildly different attitudes to life, Fran
as the aggressive General Genghis Kahn Schmitz and (one to watch) Harry as the
misunderstood JoJo the Who. Not forgetting of course the wonderful array of jungle
creatures, jelly fish and everyone else up on the stage.

Year 9 Consultation Evening

Wednesday

10 April 2019

4.30pm to 7.30pm

Year 7 Consultation Evening

Wednesday

1 May 2019

4.30pm to 7.30pm

Values Trip Day (Year 7, 8, 9, 10)

Tuesday

9 July 2019

Details of the different trips,
timings and costs will be shared
with pupils and staff over the
next few weeks.

Year 11 GCSE Results Day

Thursday

22 August 2019

We must give a big shout out to our incredible stage crew, who worked tirelessly to
create the best set we have ever had. All the sets were designed and painted by
pupils, but we mustn’t forget our brilliant site team, who hardly even blinked when
they were asked to build a hill you could actually walk over and a nest on wheels! Also
big thanks to our technical, sound, lighting and projection team – you were awesome; as
were the hoard of budding make-up artists who came in every night to paint people’s
faces and hair in outrageous colours!

Brockington College Enrichment Programme
Summer Term 2019
Now available on the Brockington website https://goo.gl/afQsm4

Congratulations all of you. As always, it is our very great pleasure to work with you all
and we could not be more proud of what you achieved.
Miss Gaskell, Mrs O’Hara, Mrs Hawthorne and Mrs Ward - Performing Arts Department

Lost property

Voice It

Voice It was launched after a Brockington anti-bullying survey revealed that pupils
felt that it was not easy to register a concern or report bullying to adults, both at
home and school. One reason for this was that they did not feel brave enough to
have the conversations face-to-face and felt it a very daunting idea to have to sit
and discuss their worries. Our system can be anonymous or pupils can leave their
name. It makes it easier for pupils to log concerns about bullying, anti-social
behaviour and any other concerns they may have in and around the school. The
system has proved to be highly effective and is used on a regular basis. Pupils can
use the ‘Voice It boxes’ outside of the pastoral office room 018 or in the library, or
they can use the online form accessed through the school website. Their concerns
are then passed to the relevant head of year and pastoral manager to deal with
and resolve the issues. To find out more or to log concern, please visit the school
website or the following link: http://goo.gl/j4Sl4n.
Summary of issues: March 2019

Items of lost property are taken to the main college reception. Named items can be returned
to the rightful owner.

Reporting a friendship issue
between two friends

1

Dealt with by pastoral manager

Parents/carers who wish to come and view lost property should telephone reception on 0116
2863722 to make arrangements to come and do so after school. Due to the volume of lost
property, anything remaining after two weeks will be donated to charity.

Reporting a disagreement

1

Dealt with by pastoral manager

Mrs Underwood - Pastoral Manager
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Introduction
fromcareers
the Principal
RS, Duke of Edinburgh
Award and
news

Duke of
Edinburgh Award
Careers

RS News
Holy
Communion
and Baptism
Rev Jerry Taylor, our school
chaplain, has visited all Year
10 classes this half term to
share the meaning and significance behind Holy Communion
and Baptism.
The photographs show great
learning taking place in
preparation for GCSE RS.
Mrs McKenzie
and the RS Team

The current Year 10 group are progressing
very well with all four sections of their Duke of
Edinburgh (DofE) Award. Lots of pupils are
out in the community completing their
volunteering section; cooking and baking seem very popular in the skills section
and a huge variety of physical exercise is taking place amongst the 60+
participants. Expedition dates have been sent home and the pupils are
organising their groups for this and choosing their preferred dates for completing
both the practice and assessed expeditions.
The Year 10 group have been particularly efficient at completing this information
on the eDofE website. This is something that the Year 11 pupils can continue to
do, especially with the information on the expeditions they completed last year.
When any pupil starts a section, the information must be submitted through
eDofE as soon as possible, so we can check its suitability. For sections that have
been approved, evidence should be being uploaded regularly.
If you would like any further information about the Duke of Edinburgh Award,
please contact Mr Gardner on DofE@brockington.leics.sch.uk.

Interview techniques day
On Friday 15 March 2019, all Year 10
pupils were interviewed by over 45
volunteers from various industries
and businesses. The aim was to allow
pupils to gain experience of an
interview situation in preparation for
college or training next year. It also
allowed the pupils to gain a
meaningful encounter with an
employer, which studies suggest make
pupils more employable.
Year 10 pupils conducted themselves brilliantly and it was great to hear so much
positive feedback from the pupils and the volunteers. If any parents believe they could
help with next year’s interview techniques day, please email
rp@brockington.leics.sch.uk .
Mr Patel - Assistant Principal

Visits to Caterpillar

Two separate groups of pupils visited Caterpillar in
Desford on 13 and 14 March. They were given a
short presentation about Caterpillar and what they
manufacture.
Pupils were also informed about how important health and safety is at Caterpillar
and were given bright orange safety jackets, navy blue caps and safety goggles to
wear. The group were then given a tour of the factory including the shop floor
where they construct back hoe loaders and compact wheel loaders. Both tours
included a tour of the factory and practical tasks which included a tower challenge
and how to build a break pad from scratch.
At the end of the visit, pupils went to the showroom
where there were various vehicles they could sit in and
explore.
The group really enjoyed the trip and some are even
thinking of applying for apprenticeships at Caterpillar in
the future.
Miss Reynolds - Senior Teaching Assistant
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Year 11 pupils, aged 16
years or over, can access free
student membership of the
Association for Project
Management
Please click on the link for
more information:https://www.apm.org.uk/
membership/student/

Introduction
the news
Principal
World Book Day, geography competition
andfrom
library

Brockington library news

World Book Day

P

On Thursday 7 March, pupils celebrated World Book Day by welcoming author, Mahsuda
Snaith, to the Brockington College library. Mahsuda Snaith is the winner of the SI Leeds
Literary Prize 2014, Bristol Short Story Prize 2014 and was an Observer New Face of Fiction in
2017.
Mahsuda started each session with a reading from her book 'The Things We Thought We
Knew', described by the Observer as 'an original coming of age novel'. Publisher and writer,
Nikesh Shukla, said that 'Mahsuda is an exciting new voice in fiction...her work is brave and
bold'.
Following the reading, a wide range of KS3 and KS4 pupils participated in creative writing
workshops with the author. Year 7 and 8 pupils are currently working towards writing their
own short story, whilst Year 10 classes will be
studying narrative writing in preparation for
their
GCSE
language
exams
next
year. Therefore, each workshop gave pupils an opportunity to begin creating characters
and plots to support and develop their creativity, learning and assessments.
I'd like to thank all staff and pupils involved in the day and also a big thank you to the
writer herself for inspiring the next generation of readers and authors.

Pupil librarian training
Before February half term, pupils in Years 7-9 were invited to submit
applications to be a pupil librarian starting after Easter. There are currently
16 pupils involved in after-school training. When they have completed the
three sessions, they will be added to the library duty rota for a trial period
until the end of May. They will then become full pupil librarians and sign a
contract committing to helping in the library for one duty period a week
until Easter 2020, after which they can stop or continue for another year. All of the 2018-19 pupil
librarians who are continuing for another year will also attend the third training session, which is
specifically about using the new library management system.

Library after hours
Don’t forget that the library is open from 3pm- 4pm every day for homework and study. Pupils from
all years are welcome. For some reason the number of Year 11s attending is growing. I wonder
why!!

Mahsuda Snaith's new book 'How to Find Home' is out on 7 May 2019 and copies of her
first novel are now available in the library.

Library display

Miss Scott - English Department

Finally, please admire this picture of a new library display. This was designed by Shannon Hughes,
Year 9, based on an idea she found online. I think it is the best display we’ve had in the library all
year so I wanted to share it with those of you who cannot visit in person.

Geography Twitter guess the location competition
One of the Embrace MAT primary schools is located in this pretty Leicestershire village. It is also where Mr Molloy’s family lived for
many generations. Can you identify which village it is from this photograph?
Answers on Twitter to @BrockoGeog
Hint: To be fair, you may have been
here.
Mr Molloy Geography Department

Mrs Elliott - Learning Resources Coordinator
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Term dates

Dates, events, results and achievements
2018-2019

2019-2020

Futsal team (girls)

2020-2021

Leicestershire and Rutland Girls Futsal Finals

Autumn term
School opens

Thursday 29 August 2019

Wednesday 26 August 2020

Bank holiday

Not applicable

Monday 31 August 2020

Mid-term break

14 to 18 October 2019

19 to 23 October 2020

School closes

Friday 20 December 2019

Friday 18 December 2020

School opens

Tuesday 7 January 2020

Tuesday 5 January 2021

Mid-term break

17 to 21 February 2020

15 to 19 February 2021

Friday 12 April 2019

Friday 3 April 2020

Friday 26 March 2021

School opens

Monday 29 April 2019

Monday 20 April 2020

Monday 12 April 2021

May day

Monday 6 May 2019

Monday 4 May 2020

Monday 3 May 2021

Mid-term break 27 May to 31 May 2019

25 May to 29 May 2020

31 May to 4 June 2021

School closes

Friday 10 July 2020

Friday 9 July 2021

Year 8 and 9 futsal team - Well done for coming 2nd!
From left to right:
Top row- Lacey, Evie , Emma, Abbie, Charlotte, Hannah and Ella

Spring term

School closes

Bottom row - Summer, Chloe, Phoebe and Holly

Summer term

Friday 12 July 2019

Year 10 and 11 futsal team - Well done for coming 1st!
From left to right:
Lila, Molly, Poppy, Ella, Chloe and Ellie

Achievements
Food and nutrition:
Competition Time Food Technology
bright sparks in
Year 11
Designers of the month

Every month the design department
selects pupils from each year who
have shown exceptional creative and
design talent.

A commendation has
been awarded to
Emma McCarron, 9R,
for fundraising £7,200
for Hope Against
Cancer.

This month congratulations go to:
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11

Kyle Kozicki
Jolly Wennington
Daniel Pitchford/
Maigan Gill Attwal
Jordan Murrell
Erin Christopher
Well done
Design Technology

Lord Lieutenant’s
Award for Young
People
Commendation

Grace Waddington
Alex Thurman Kingham
Joe Matthews
Cameron Finch
Miss Leedham Design Technology Department

Well done to both teams. Miss Russell - PE Department

Coaches triathlete of the year
Harry Chapman, 7B, has won the coaches’ triathlete of the year award at
his club. The club has 70 members, aged 8-17 years, and Harry was
chosen for this prestigious award due to his hard work and commitment
to his club and in his races. Harry has shown a very mature outlook
with his commitment to training and has done very well in his races
across the year.
Harry was awarded a shield which has his name engraved on it. He
also received a framed picture and beautiful glass trophy.
Well done Harry - Miss N Parmar

Well done Emma!
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news
Introduction Trips
from and
the Principal

Brockington New York trip February 2019
Friday 15 February
Everyone on the trip arrived at school between 3.30am and 3.45am and got on the coach, which then left to journey down to Heathrow airport. Once we all arrived at Heathrow, everyone checked in
and then we were all given time to get food or shop. At approximately 8.30am, everyone met at a specific location ready to all board the plane. The plane took off at 9am and the plane journey lasted
around six hours and 25 minutes. Whilst on board everyone received a meal and snacks and we also had the opportunity to watch films or play games on the screens in front.
Once we arrived in New York City, each person had to go through many security checks. When this was completed, we all got onto another coach that took us straight to our accommodation. As
everyone arrived, we were given room keys and told to take our luggage up to our rooms. Some people then took a trip to a local shop to purchase refreshments. After half an hour, everyone was told
to meet in the lobby and be ready as we were going out for a meal at Bubba Gump in Times Square. Whilst walking to Bubba Gump, we had the opportunity to see the city. After our meal our first day
came to an end.

Saturday 16 February
On the second day, everyone was told to be up and ready for 7am and downstairs in the lobby for 7.10am. We were split into two groups and both groups had a tour guide, who then took us to Grand
Central Terminal, where we had the opportunity to look around and take pictures. We then went to the Whispering Gallery, which was underneath Grand Central Terminal; it was surreal as you could
hear each other from across each side, it was almost like you were speaking on the phone. After viewing many attractions with our tour guides, we then visited Radio City Music Hall. A different tour
guide took us around Radio City and told us all about it. We were shown the stages where people performed and we then had the option to take photos with the famous Rockettes. After the tour
finished, we went back to the accommodation before leaving to go out for dinner. We went to Applebee’s for dinner before going to watch the New York Islanders play ice hockey at the Barclays Center,
which was a great experience that we all thoroughly enjoyed with some of us joined in with their chants. We got back onto the subway which concluded our second day.

Sunday 17 February
We started our third day the same as the second by being in the lobby for 7.10am, ready for another long, fulfilling day. The first place we visited was the Statue of Liberty In order to get over to her,
we had to get a ferry which was only a short journey; we had time to take photos of both her and the view of New York from across the sea. Shortly after, we took a trip to the 9/11 memorial which was
a surreal experience as it was very moving and upsetting, however we were all really respectful. We then went up the Rockefeller Center to see New York in daylight. We had the opportunity to take
photos and look at the amazing city. After this, we went for dinner at the Hard Rock Café and some people chose to purchase a Hard Rock Café jumper. Our last activity of the day was visiting the Empire
State Building. We had the experience of going up the building and seeing New York at night. It had 102 floors, however, you could only go to a certain point.

Monday 18 February
Our final day started with everyone moving their luggage out of the rooms into a storage room. This took a long time, but once it was completed, everyone met in the lobby ready to start our final day in New York. Firstly, we were given a
tour around Maddison Square Gardens. The tour guide showed us around whilst giving us information about the place and the history of it. We had the privilege of visiting the VIP areas and the changing rooms of the players. When
going into the actual arena we had to keep extremely quiet as there was a programme being filmed. After the tour had come to an end, we had a quick stop for food before going to Macy’s. When we arrived at Macy’s, we all agreed on a
meeting point and then we had three hours to shop. After the three hours had come to an
end, everyone joined back together and we made our way back to the accommodation. We
had an hour at the accommodation to make sure we had packed and had what we needed
with us before the coach came to pick us all up to transport us to the airport. Once we got
to the airport we had to follow the basic procedures before being allowed time to relax and
eat. We all boarded the plane at 9pm and then had a five and a half hour flight back to
Heathrow. After the flight landed we reclaimed our luggage and waited for the coach to
take us home. Overall the trip was a amazing experience which everyone thoroughly
enjoyed.
By Poppy Bodycote and Eloise Yeomans
On behalf of Mr Mayes - Pastoral Manager
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Performing arts and sports news/results

Performing arts

Sports results

Here at Brockington College, we recognise the importance that learning to play a musical instrument can have on a
young adult. It can help to promote a sense of self-discipline, self-esteem and enhance self-expression/creativity. We
therefore encourage as many pupils as possible to start to learn a musical instrument. If you are interested in booking
lessons for your child, then please contact the teacher of the instrument you are interested in. They will then send out
their information and contracts in order to start lessons with them. If you have any questions, please contact
Mrs Ward at the school on 0116 286 3722 or via email sew@brockington.leics.sch.uk
Instrument

Name of teacher

Contact details

Flute

Ms Teresa Bexon

01455 239373 | 07791 456054 | tjbmusic@talktalk.net

Keyboard/piano

Mr Ian Maw

ianmaw@tiscali.co.uk

Drum kit

Mr Adam Stringer

07941 549962 mylittlehomie@hotmail.com

Guitar (electric/bass/classical)

Mr Dave Jobson

07948 402728 | davidmusicroom@gmail.com

Singing

Ms Sarah Woodall

saz.woodall@ntlworld.com

Clarinet/saxophone

Mr Patrick White

patrickjwhitemusicteacher@hotmail.co.uk

Brass

Geoff Newman

geoffnewmanmusic@talktalk.net

Violin/viola

Ms Sally Smith

sasviolinviola@hotmail.co.uk

Music technology

South East Creative
Arts

07545848841 southeastcreativearts@gmail.com
(southeastcreativearts.co.uk)

Percussion

Mr Kieran O’Riordan korpercussion@hotmail.co.uk

Violin, flute, piano

Ms Alison Gates

Performing
arts rewards:
Star :
Lloyd Dunphy (8G) for
developing performance
skills
Rising Star:
Sam Griffin (7O) for
effort in keyboard
lessons
Perfoming Arts
Department

Cornet
exam

On Wednesday 20 March, music pupils travelled to
Nottingham Theatre Royal Concert Hall to see the Mozart
opera ‘The Magic Flute’. The opera was a wonderful
experience with a great (perhaps confusing) storyline and
wonderful singers and actors.
It was interactive and entertaining and showed a lot of
variety of emotion and feeling. Everyone seemed to enjoy it
and spoke about it on the journey back.
Lily-George Lythe, 10R

Year 10
Year 9

Brockington 4
Brockington 1

Year 8/9

Brockington 4

Well done to
Naomi Boulter in 10I,
who has passed her
Grade 4 cornet exam
with merit.
Performing Arts
Department

Football friendlies

Brooke House (Market Harborough)
Brooke House

Football (girls) - Local cup final

Countesthorpe Leysland Community College

8
7
1

1
0
0

Rugby - Year 7 v Hasting High School

Against Hastings High School, Burbage, Brockington’s Year 7 rugby team played their first ever game for the school and
produced a very impressive display. For many players this was their first experience of playing a competitive rugby
match. Despite dominating periods of play and passing the ball very well we eventually lost out 25 to 15 to a Hastings
side who regularly play club rugby.
Year 8 Brockington

07720 061856 |ajprintmusic@hotmail.co.uk

Magic
Flute
trip

Handball (boys)

Countesthorpe Leysland Community College
9
Brockington College
Thomas Estley Community College
4
Countesthorpe Leysland Community College
Brockington College
5
Thomas Estley Community College
Winners:
Countesthorpe Leysland Community College

55

Rugby - Year 7 and 8 v Kibworth School

Kibworth

10

Year 7 Brockington

20

Kibworth 20

Indoor athletics competition

Year 7 girls – finished 2nd out of five Year 7 girls groups. Only four points away from 1st!
Year 8 girls – finished 4th out of five Year 8 girls groups.
Year 7 boys – finished 1st out of five Year 7 boys groups. They are now through to the next round of the indoor athletics
competitions on Tuesday 2 April!
Year 8 boys – finished 3rd out of five Year 8 boys groups.
Well done all involved!

Badminton KS3 county finals

Brockington took part in the Leicestershire County badminton finals for the first time. The
finals were held at Babington Badminton Centre on Monday 4 March. The team comprised of
four Year 9 Boys: Oliver, Charles , Charlee and Zac.

The tournament was organised into two pools and we were in the hardest pool. In the first
game we played Belvior High School. In a very close game, we beat them by one game
(3 – 2).
In the next match we were up against Newbridge, Coalville. This was always going to be a tough game as Newbridge
were the defending champions. Despite putting up a strong performance we lost 5 – 0. We still had one chance to
qualify for the semi-finals if we could beat Crown Hills. This game was very close and it went down to the last game.
Unfortunately, we lost out losing to them 3 – 2. The boys played exceptionally well to qualify and to produce an
excellent performance in the finals. They have been playing from year 7 and have continued to get better every year.
Next year they go into Year 10 and will take part in the KS 4 competition. We wish them well for the future.
Full results:
1
Newbridge
2
Crownhills
3
Manor
4
Babington
5
Brockington
6
Belvior High
7 Riverside
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Community

Vacancies at Brockington

Teaching Assistant
(Maternity Cover)

33.5 hours per week x 39 weeks per annum
Grade 6: £14,786 - £15,080 per annum
(actual salary)
Closing date for applications: Monday 8 April
2019 at 9am

Cover Supervisor

Comic
Relief Red
Nose Day
Thank you to all the
parents, staff and pupils who helped with fundraising
for Comic Relief on Red Nose Day, Friday 15 March
2019.
We have had a busy few months with fundraising,
including a non-uniform day for Mental Health Week.
We continue, with our weekly acts of kindness and are
now exploring the possibility of pupils volunteering in
the local community.
The Compassion
Committee

31.5 hrs per week x 39 weeks per annum
Grade 7: £14,466 - £15,351 per annum
(actual salary)
Closing date for applications:
Monday 8 April 2019 at 9am

Casual Kitchen Assistants

We are looking to find reliable casual kitchen
assistants to join our catering team on an ‘as
and when required’ basis. If you are interested,
please look at the vacancies page on our
website for more information and where to send
your application.

Recycle

Please visit the vacancies section of the
school website www.brockington.leics.sch.uk
for full details

Advanced notice regarding
traffic on Mill Lane from 8am
Friday 3 May 2019
We have received advance notice from Blaby District Council that they will be
conducting the count for the local elections from 9am on Friday 3 May at
Enderby Leisure Centre .
Therefore, Brockington staff, visitors and pupils may find that the route around
Mill Lane is busier than normal between 8am and 9am as staff, candidates and
agents arrive. Those attending the count will be advised to park in the leisure
centre car park as normal and where possible will be asked to car share to
reduce any burden on parking spaces.
Thank you.
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