
GCSE Field Study, Overstrand, Norfolk
16rd to 18th November 2018



GCSE Field Study - Why are we going?
It is a requirement of the new 9-1 GCSE Specification that “learners should
experience working in contrasting environments outside of the classroom and
school grounds. They should have the opportunity to explore physical and
human processes and the interactions between them during their fieldwork
experiences”.

30% of the final GCSE grade comes from the ‘Applied Fieldwork Enquiry’
examination which will be the final of three Geography exams next year.

This exam is in three parts.

• Part A will assess approaches to fieldwork methodology, representation and
analysis.

• Part B will assess how fieldwork enquiry may be used to investigate
geography's conceptual frameworks.

• Part C will assess the application of broad geographical concepts to a wider
UK context and assess the ability to make and justify a decision.



GCSE Field Study - What are we doing?

Methodological Approach

We need to understand the measurement of flows (such as velocity, noise,
traffic flow, rate of discharge)

Conceptual Approach

We need to understand how we can apply our method (measurement of flows)
to the principle of mitigating risk (such as analysing coastal management
strategies to minimise the risk of erosion, analysing pedestrian zones)



GCSE Field Study- Where we are staying?
A spectacularly grand Manor House, steeped in history and situated in a
vibrant seaside town on the North Norfolk coast, Overstrand Hall provides a
unique study environment. Overstrand is a specialist Environmental Field
Study centre for Geography, with dedicated and passionate tutors.



GCSE Field Study - Staff

Mr Molloy (me)
Miss Brown
Mr Mattock
Mrs Cheesman
Mrs Wright



GCSE Field Study - Itinerary
Friday 

• Arrive at school as normal but in non-uniform (leave bags/suitcases in Lecture Theatre and go to 
registration and lesson 1 as normal)

• Community Lounge after lesson 1, ready for 10.30 departure
• Arrive at Overstrand Hall 2.30pm approx.
• Site tour and settle into rooms
• Introduction to the North Norfolk coastline and Fieldwork Techniques
• Dinner
• Worksheet Tweaking (Questionnaire Creation)

Saturday 

• Breakfast
• Field studies in Salthouse, Weybourne, Sheringham and West Runton (return to centre at 5pm)
• IT Follow Up
• Dinner
• IT Follow Up

Sunday 

• Breakfast
• IT Follow Up
• Activities
• Lunch
• Depart12.30pm
• Return to Brockington 4.30pm to 5pm approx



GCSE Field Study – In the field
We will be looking at the following field work techniques.

• Field Sketch
• Measurement of long shore drift
• Beach Profiles/the build up of beach material around groynes
• Pebble Analysis
• Cost Benefit Analysis
• Bipolar evaluations
• Questionnaires

Field work can be wet, windy, muddy and messy. It is one of the true joys of
studying Geography. An experience our pupils will look back on with greater
fondness than they may appreciate at the time!



GCSE Field Study – Expectations.
This is not a holiday or sightseeing tour – it will not be an easy ride. We will
be working until 6pm each day, stopping for dinner and then working again
into the evening.

Evening activities end at 9pm and this will be followed by a small amount of
free time before lights out at 10.30pm.

Colleagues who went on the same trip last year described the experience as
“attritional but ultimately rewarding”.

Field studies are what makes Geography genuinely unique, and create
memories that stay with you for life.



Additional activities
In order to ensure all students are occupied during free time, there will be a
number of activities that they can take part in. These will include:

Bouldering

Archery

Nightline



GCSE Field Study - Journey 
The journey time is just over 3 hours and therefore we will stop en route. There is no
service station as such on the A47/A148 but we have identified a McDonalds just
outside King’s Lynn that will double as a toilet stop and opportunity for lunch.

I appreciate that McDonalds will not be to everybody’s taste, so a packed lunch will
be needed if this is the case. We will be stopping in the same place on the return
journey (the field study centre will provide lunch for pupils on Sunday).

Water only on the coach please, and due to the lack of services, the less liquid the
better. Copious amounts of sweets, 66 students, one coach and the resulting three
hour sugar rush is not a great experience! The less the better…

There is no need to provide food for the duration of the weekend, lunch and dinner
will be provided as and when needed.

A number of students have serious allergies – it is essential that any food taken by
our pupils does not contain nuts. Please recognise the importance of this request.



Nut allergy – bring Epipen/Jext

• Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQhISQVrBXk


Asthma – bring inhalers (both if 
used)

A large number of students also suffer from 
asthma.

Please ensure that your child bring any 
inhalers (relievers or preventers) that they 
regularly use AND that there is sufficient 
medication in each inhaler



Dietary requests

There will be a letter sent home next week 
to ask you to advise me of any dietary 
needs that your child may have.



GCSE Field Study - Unsupervised time. 

Time permitting there will be a set amount of 
time in which pupils can take a walk around one 
of the coastal towns (probably Sheringham) to 
conduct field work. 

As parents, you will have to give permission (you 
don’t have to!)

This permission slip will be part of the dietary 
request reply slip.



GCSE Field Study – Checklist
• Clothing suitable for being outdoors in a coastal environment. Old 

clothes are recommended for activity sessions (Field Studies involve 
getting dirty)

• Change of clothes for the evenings
• Wet weather clothing 
• Gloves hat and scarf (Norfolk in November can be cold)
• Sensible footwear for outdoor use and indoor shoes
• Nightwear and slippers/sliders
• Large plastic bag for dirty clothes
• Toiletries (any deodorants must be roll-on, no aerosols please)
• Towel
• Named water bottle
• Any medical equipment such as inhalers or epipens
• Pencil case (pen, pencil, ruler) and small notepad
• Small rucksack


