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Literacy within the different subjects learnt at Brockington College 

 

Literacy in Art 

In all modules in art pupils read about artists and art movements from different times 

and cultures. 

They are encouraged to become articulate in voicing opinions about their own and 

others work, using specialist vocabulary and keywords. 

We promote reading information from plaques in galleries and museums whilst on 

educational visits or in their own time. 

General reading around art, craft, design and culture, is encouraged at all times. 

A whole module is based around words, lettering and ways of conveying information. 

Pupils are taught how to write a detailed descriptive piece based on a particular 

artwork, and how to use descriptive language to communicate to their peers. 

At the end of each module pupils complete an evaluation, summarising their work.  

 

 

Literacy in Design & Technology  

In Design & Technology we follow the design process which requires pupils to use 

subject specific vocabulary. Design and Technology is dependent on pupils being 

able to evaluate and solve problems, this involves speaking and listening in groups 

and pairs. Pupils often use speaking to share ideas, feedback, adapt ideas, express 

opinions and share knowledge.  

  

Design & Technology also requires pupils to participate in active reading and writing 

tasks where they are able to draw out key points and evaluate which is central to the 

design process. 

 

 

Literacy in English  

Reading, writing and speaking and listening are assessed in the schemes of work 

throughout the three year groups in a variety of ways. Once a week in each class the 
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students read for 20 minutes, they are encouraged to bring in their own novel for this 

purpose. Reading lists are available on the website should they want assistance in 

finding reading material. Reading is regularly set for homework to encourage 

students to read in their own time. Kindles are also widely used within the 

department in various classes.  

Teachers have the title of the novel they are reading at the time on their wall and 

have books in their classrooms in case a student needs to borrow a novel. Class 

reads within schemes of work occur at least once a year for all students. 

Books we use within SOW: 

Private Peaceful – Michael Morpurgo 

A Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 

Stone Cold – Robert Swindells 

Stormbreaker – Anthony Horowitz 

Room 13 – Robert Swindells 

War Horse – Michael Morpurgo 

(I will be revising Yr 8 & introducing a novel here too other than A Christmas Carol). 

As we encourage reading every week discussions about books and the novels we 

read are always part of an English classroom. 

 

 

Literacy in Geography 

Geography develops literacy skills throughout the key stage. Presentation activities 

range from weather forecasting in Year 7 to an asylum performance in Year 9. Essay 

writing skills are improved from Year 7 to Year 9 with incrementally more complex 

and skilled work. pupils complete a weather and climate report in Year 7, a more in 

depth essay on the rainforest in Year 8 and an essay showing the complexities of 

China’s population control in Year 9. Literacy starters are widely used such as block 

text activities where pupils have to break text up into individual words and punctuate.  

Several geographical mysteries are used which encourages pupils to read and link 

pieced information. 
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Literacy in History 

History is very well placed to develop the literacy skills of our students at 

Brockington. Virtually all lessons will involve reading some text. The text will of 

course vary in its length and content. Students are encouraged to read 

independently from work sheets and historical sources. In year 9 there is a more 

pronounced focus and analysis and evaluation of historical sources. Students 

demonstrate their skills through a number key assessments and presentations such 

as the Trench project and an assessment on Dunkirk. Students are encouraged to 

research from year 7. An example of this is the topic ‘Being 11 years old’; they are 

required to read about what life was like in the 1980s and then present their findings 

to the class. All students are expected to contribute to class or group discussion and 

formulate independent opinions. Students are introduced to key historical 

terminology on a daily basis and as homework students are asked to research 

historical events.  

 

 

Literacy in ICT  

The ICT department has a duty to ensure that each pupil is able to access the 
curriculum. The department also recognises that it has a vital role to play in ensuring 
that effective Literacy is provided to students through 
technologies.  
 
Reading and Visual Literacy 
Across the department teachers will provide activities for students to: 

 read and follow written instructions 

 read to develop understanding and explore ideas 

 learn how to sift, select and take notes from online text 
 
 
Writing 
Teachers will provide activities for students to: 

 use writing to plan and organize 

 plan, draft, discuss and reflect on their writing, using IT where appropriate 

 write for a range of purposes and audiences 

 present their work in a way which is legible and accessible. (Word processed 
documents,  e-mail communication and blogging) 

 evaluate projects through extended writing tasks where literacy is assessed  
 
Speaking & Listening 
Teachers will provide activities for students to: 

 listen to and carry out instructions 

 explore and develop ideas with others through their talk 

 ask intellectual questions as well as answer them. 
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 take part in verbal presentations aimed at specific audiences 
 
 

 
Literacy in Maths           

 

 Key vocabulary is displayed for each topic in every classroom. 

 Correct spelling of key vocabulary is emphasised. In some topics pupils are 
tested on spelling, such as names of polygons. 

 Subject specific vocabulary is defined and correct use of terminology is 
encouraged. 

 Speaking and listening activities take place regularly in Maths lessons. 

 Pupils are encouraged to answer questions in sentences in oral and written 
work when appropriate. 

 Pupils are taught to explain their answers and use correct language and 
grammar when justifying a strategy. 

 The interpretation of Maths questions is discussed, teachers encourage pupils 
to read questions carefully and use highlighting techniques to pinpoint salient 
information.  

 Pupils are taught how to interpret data and present their findings orally and in 
writing. 

 Current news articles involving Maths are frequently shared with pupils. 

 Pupils read text books and revision guides to help them understand their 
Maths. 

 
 
 
 
 

Literacy in Modern Foreign Languages 

In class, pupils are encouraged to read as part attainment target 2 of the National 

Curriculum in MFL.  Pupils read in the target language each lesson from text books, 

websites, letters and also authentic materials from France.  Pupils are expected to 

read and complete comprehension activities in the target language.   

Reading out loud is encouraged in class to practise pronunciation.  Literacy skills are 

developed by reinforcing grammar skills.  Pupils learn to recognise and use verbs, 

nouns, pronouns, intensifiers, connectives, adjectives and so on covering a broad 

range of grammar.  Pupils learn to recognise tenses and references to time in texts 

in French. 

Pupils are trained to read (skim, scan, detailed reading and active reading) from 

various sources whether they are authentic or fictional.  Various comprehension 

tasks are set in class for homework so that pupils develop the skills to respond to 

questions.   
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Pupils are regularly assessed in reading.  Reading skills count towards 20% of their 

final Teacher Assessed level and also 20% of their GCSE grade. 

To extend pupils ability in reading French, they are encouraged to read materials on 

the VLE in the French section.  There are À La Carte reading cards which are 

differentiated into two levels and contain pointers and supports to help 

understanding.  There are also copies of Mary Glasgow magazines Allons-

y!andBonjour.  All pupils are invited to subscribe to these magazines personally 

which provide a monthly publication  along with a CD for guided reading at home. 

 
 
 
 

Literacy in Performing Arts  

In Performing Arts pupils are encouraged to read a wide variety of materials 

including plays, poems, stories, lyrics, articles and diary entries. Pupils make use 

and show understanding of a range of subject specific keywords in written work, 

discussion and practical activities. Students read assessment for learning sheets to 

determine their own levels and where they need to improve in order to achieve a 

higher level. The use of keywords is encouraged during verbal and written feedback 

and evaluation which is used frequently in lessons. For home learning tasks students 

are often asked to read and understand information from specific websites. 

In drama pupils read, discuss and perform a range of modern and classic plays. 

They read about the social and historical reference of each one, in particular the 

playwright William Shakespeare. 

In music pupils explore musical notation including the use of specific keywords to 

develop their musical literacy. This supports their work in composition and 

performance. Pupils explore how lyrics are used in songs, the meaning of them and 

how to interpret. 

 

 

 
Literacy in Physical Education 

We promote literacy in Physical Education primarily through speaking and listening 

opportunities within starters and plenaries. Pupils take on different roles in lessons 

they can be performer, coach, captain, observer or umpire. Pupils are taught to use 

subject specific vocabulary appropriately when explaining, questioning, describing 

and evaluating. 
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We encourage pupils to read books and research the internet to develop their 

understanding of the different activities that we offer. 

 

 

Literacy in PHSCE 

The PSHCE department promotes and develops reading through all year groups. 
Opportunities for enhancing literacy are highlighted in all schemes of work. 
Pupils read as a class and individually on a regular basis as part of our daily 
classroom practice using textbooks and other forms of media. 
 
 
We encourage pupils to learn key words and highlight these at the beginning of a 
new topic, and we promote the usage of these words in written and discursive tasks. 
 
As home learning pupils regularly have to read and research current affairs and 
feedback their findings. Independent learning is actively encouraged through a 
variety of means such as the internet, library resources, radio, television, blogs and 
twitter. 
 

 

 

Literacy in Religious Education 

Within the study of religious education, pupils develop their reading skills by having 

access to and learning from religious sacred texts including different translations of 

the Bible, Qur’an, Vedas and Guru Granth Sahib. In addition, pupils complete 

reading through RE text books and other texts that are linked to specific topics 

studied including newspaper articles, statements and quotes which are differentiated 

based on pupils needs.  

Pupils have access to subject specific key words on their classroom walls and in 

their exercise books, as well as presentations on the board. Pupils are encouraged 

to check their spelling through peer and self assessment (as well as teacher 

assessment and marking) which is a regular activity in lessons.  

Pupils are also encouraged to discuss and debate topics studied, which assists them 

with their literacy activities.  
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Literacy in Science 

Reading in Science is often functional, for information or instruction. Pupils are often 

given prepared articles to read and comprehend, before applying the text to 

questions. Practical instructions are sometimes given in text format, and pupils will 

assess each others writing from time to time. Pupils may be set webquests as part of 

their assessed work, reading a variety of sources of information both factual and 

persuasive, before forming conclusions on both the validity of the writing and the 

content discussed. 

 

 

 

Literacy in the Special Needs Department 

Our primary aim is to ensure we meet the literacy needs of all pupils and support 

them to make maximum progress whatever their barriers to learning. 

1. On entry to Brockington College all year 7 pupils are assessed using the NGRT 
reading test and Vernon Graded Word Spelling test. This information is circulated to 
staff in order to support their planning and ability to meet pupil needs in the 
classroom. 
2.  Pupils identified as working Below Level 4 in English will be identified for 
intervention and support to help them ‘catch up’. 
3.  The Special Needs department runs a number of interventions to support the 
development of basic literacy skills including the Lexia Reading project, a Targeted 
Reading Project (TRP) and a phonic programme. Pupils may be signposted for a 
single, or combination of, interventions depending on the level of need.  
4. Parents / carers are always encouraged to support pupils involved in interventions 
and in some cases they will be invited to Launch and Celebration events. 
5. Staff from the Special Needs team offer an after school Reading Club in the library 
for pupils involved in the Year 7 Targeted Reading Project. 
6. A Brockington Summer Book Scheme supports Y6 FSM and BL4 pupils 
transferring to Brockington College from pre transfer through to the October of their 
first year at Brockington . The initiative is supported by a local author and a selection 
of local Primary Schools. 
7. In English lessons pupils most in need of support are placed in Target English 
groups taught by a member of the English or Special Needs department. These 
groups are ably supported by a Higher Level Teaching Assistant. Target group 
provision is available in all 3 years. 
8. Pupils in the English Target Groups are provided opportunities to read in class on 
a regular basis and, in addition, will be set reading and spelling homeworks. A small 
classroom library is available for pupils as well as a selection of books in the school 
library appropriate for pupils who may struggle with reading.  
9. Once a week a small group of pupils with significant needs will also follow a Basic 
Skills phonic and spelling programme with a Special Needs English teacher. 
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10.  Where the need is identified some pupils will have regular Learning Support 
Sessions (LSS) with a Special Needs keyworker. During these sessions pupils may 
work on the development of reading and/ or spelling strategies or be helped to cope 
with the literacy demands of the high school curriculum. Programmes are needs led. 
11. In year 8 & 9 a number of pupils will be selected to undertake the ASDAN Bronze 
and / or Silver Award programme where throughout the course a strong emphasis is 
placed on the development of literacy (and numeracy) skills. 
12. A team of Special Needs staff work across the curriculum, and in the Special 
Needs Lunchclub The Pitstop, supporting the development of literacy skills for a 
range of pupils. 
13. Where pupils are found to be struggling with particular aspects of literacy they 
may be selected for additional short term programmes such as communication or 
Speech and Language groups, touch typing, Dealing with Dyslexia or a handwriting 
development package. 
14. Where a concern is identified regarding possible dyslexia then a member of the  
Special Needs Team will complete a Lucid Rapid Dyslexia Screening Test the 
results of which will help to inform parents / carers, and teachers on how best to 
facilitate pupil progress. 
15. Some pupils with Special Needs may be allocated SGI (Small Group Intervention 
sessions to help to improve their self confidence and to boost progress where pupils 
are missing targets or underachieving. 
16. A member of the SEN team is an active participant in the Family of Schools 
Literacy group, the local SENCONet support group and the Brockington Literacy 
Group. 
17. SEN staff are instrumental in raising staff awareness of literacy difficulties 
through the annual SEN AND Inclusion Handbook available for all staff and through 
the delivery of INSET sessions on key issues related to SEN pupils and barriers to 
literacy acquisition. 
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