
Brockington College 

A policy for Literacy Across the Curriculum 

‘Literacy includes the key skills of reading, writing and oral 
communication that enable pupils to access different areas of the 
curriculum.’  Ofsted 2012 

 

Aim: 

This policy sets out the colleges practice in ensuring high quality 
delivery of literacy across the curriculum for all pupils, irrespective 
of ability, need, gender or race.  Brockington College is committed to 
all pupils being able to:  

o Read with understanding, being able to locate information 
and use it to apply knowledge, create opinions, adapt 
findings and summarise key points. 

o Write using correct punctuation and spelling, presenting 
work in a conventional way, organising writing and being 
able to write coherently, with purpose, for different 
audiences. 

o Speak using precise language, with confidence and 
expression, sometimes in small or larger groups. 

o Listen patiently to others, respecting their opinions and 
ideas whilst forming considered responses where 
necessary. 

 

Rationale: 

 At Brockington College the consideration of pupils’ literacy skills and 
particularly the effectiveness of provision for literacy extend beyond 
the English curriculum. It is recognized that each subject will have 
specific requirements, methods and skills of delivering literacy in 
their area but all teachers are expected to develop and improve 
standards of literacy through their lessons regardless of subject. 
High-level opportunities for pupils to practice key skills in planned 
and focused activities must be evident in lessons. This is because 
there is a strong, shared belief that literacy skills will: 

o access learning in all curricular areas; 
o support learning and raise standards in each subject; 



o enable all pupils to be competent readers, writers and 
communicators so that they can reach their full potential 
academically and socially; 

o prepare pupils for life beyond school, as they apply for and 
enter the world of work or further study; 

o improve confidence, motivation, attitude to school and 
social dexterity; 

o enable pupils to gain a love of language that will stay with 
them forever. 

Each curriculum area is working towards producing individual 
polices to state how each aspect of literacy is practiced within 
lessons. 
 

Guidelines: 

At Brockington College the reading and spelling ages of all students 
entering year 7 are quickly ascertained. Those that fall below the 
expected national standards for reading or spelling will be targeted 
for extra support by the following methods: 

Year 7 
o Placement in the ‘target group’ for English 
o Basic skills English  - weekly 
o Participation in a targeted reading project 
o Lexia 

Year 8 
o In class support in English 
o Basic skills English  - weekly 
o F1 reading 

Year 9 
o In class support in English 
o Basic skills English -  weekly 

 
Support with dyslexia and reading intervention is available for all 
year groups. 
 
Some year 7 students that need extra support for reading but are not 
in the target groups are paired with a year 9 mentor and read with 
them before school. Also boys will be targeted to read with male 
members of staff. 
 
 



In addition the following activities take place for all pupils: 

o Every Child A Reader once a month; 
o literacy challenge once a week; 
o opportunities in lesson to practice reading, writing, 

speaking and listening at a level appropriate to need; 
o availability of the library to all students every lunchtime and 

after school 
 

Monitoring: 
 
At Brockington College we would like all stakeholders, including 
parents to be actively involved in the implementation and success of 
literacy across the curriculum. Currently it is monitored by the 
following means: 

o Lesson observation, including peer observation by all staff; 
o learning walks by senior and middle leaders; 
o work scrutiny by middle and senior leaders; 
o teacher assessments each term by all staff; 
o use of the school marking policy by all staff; 
o monitoring of lesson plans by middle leaders; 
o staff audit; 
o priority in departmental improvement plans 

 
 
Many other initiatives are to be put in place, details of which can be 
found on the school action plan for Literacy across the Curriculum. 
This policy will be updated to reflect such changes. 
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