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Mr Chris Southall ,
Principal

By the time that you receive this bulletin, all pupils at the college will have
received their first assessment grades of the year. Whatever year group that
your child is within, it is essential that you take the time to review his or her
grades with them. It is important to check that your child is at or very close to
their expected grade (Years 7 –9), or is predicted a grade in Year 10 that
matches, or is certainly no more than one grade lower than, their target grade.
Even more importantly, please check Attitude to Learning Grades (A2L). Are they
a 1 or 2 across all subjects and if not, why not?
Despite the technological advancements in the world, children today are no
different to their parents, when they attended school. They have their good and
bad days; good relationships with some pupils and not so good with others;
good relationships with most members of staff and not so good with others,
favourite subjects and least favourite subjects. What also remains true is that
they do want to be successful at school and in their later life. Our role as
parents, carers and teachers is to support them on this journey. Sometimes they
need praise, but not all the time, and sometimes they need straight talking, but
not all the time. What they do need all the time is encouragement and guidance
with their school work and with their growth from childhood to adulthood.
As a member of staff at Brockington, we do not underestimate the role that you
have to play in this development. Those of us working in schools for long enough
have seen many examples of parental guidance in the right balance leading to
happy and successful young adults. The balance between praise and redirection is an important equilibrium to achieve and one that all parents, carers
and members of staff must continue to strive to reach.
Brockington Bulletin | November 2015 Edition | Page 1

Introduction
Reminders
fromand
the News
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Pupil Safety

The Last Post

It would be a great help to the environment and to child safety, if your
child is able to travel to and from school on foot, by cycle or by bus. If this
is not possible, we would ask you to consider car sharing and lifts by car
on limited occasions.
If you do have to pick up or drop off children, it is essential that you park
in the designated areas only and not on the perimeter of the school car
park, which obstructs others and creates danger for pupils.

Please also be very careful when driving near to or on the school premises
as we all know that children can be very unpredictable.
Please remember that vehicles should only be driven through the barrier
to the main college entrance if absolutely necessary.
Drivers should be mindful of the 5 mph speed restriction and proceed
with caution, especially just before and after school, to ensure the safety of
our pupils as they walk along the driveway. Thank you.

Voice It
As a result of our ‘Anti-Bullying Survey’ back in 2012 we launched two
new ‘Voice It’ systems to make it easier for pupils to log concerns about
bullying, anti-social behaviour and any other concerns they may have in
and around the college. The systems have proven to be highly successful
and are used on a regular basis. To find out more, or to log a concern,
please visit http://goo.gl/j4Sl4n.
Summary of Issues this year
5

Peer Issues:

Dealt with by Pastoral Manager/
Head of Year

On Wednesday
11 November 2015 at
11.00 am we held our annual Remembrance
Service. The whole school respectfully
gathered in the courtyard as words were
read, The Last Post played and a minute’s
silence was held to remember.
This year Tianna Routley played The Last Post, which has become a Brockington tradition, to a
larger audience due to our increase in college numbers. Ms Styles

Poppy Appeal
Thank you to all the pupils and staff who bought poppies to wear and raised
£339.17 for The Royal British Legion.

Christmas Fayre Friday 4 December
Brockington College is proud to announce that we will be
hosting our Annual Christmas Fayre on
Friday 4 December 2015 4.00 to 7.00 pm
Come along and join in the fun. There is the chance to visit Santa, to buy some gifts and
listen to live music as you shop.
Stalls include: Jewellery, cards, cosmetics, toiletries, hand-made products, pottery, books,
sweets, cakes, paintings and much more. Festive food and drink will also be on sale.
Entrance is 50p (in aid of our Kash4Kenya and South Africa charity).
We looking forward to seeing you there and joining in the festivities.

Parents As Partners

Please take a few minutes to have

a look over our newly created ‘Parents as Partners’ blog to get the latest
information on what you can do to help your child.
To view the latest tips please visit http://goo.gl/AeJW0C

Emergency Closure of College
Through Snowfall
or Other Emergency
Only in the last resort will the college be closed.

Donations: We are currently looking for donations which we could use as raffle or tombola prizes.
If you have anything which you feel may be suitable we would be extremely grateful for any
donations received.

Where the decision to close is made it will be communicated
to parents/carers via the Brockington College website
www.brockington.leics.sch.uk

Alternatively if you would like to donate your time to support the event please contact the
college on djj@brockington.leics.sch.uk or 0116 2863722 (Miss Heggs)

Radio Leicester 104.9 FM and where possible via our
Text Messaging System
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Focus on Careers
As part of their PSHCE programme Year 10 pupils will be considering what employers look for in employees. They will be discussing the
top 10 employability skills and how to manage their finances successfully when in employment.

Brockington and Enderby
Operation Christmas Child

So what skills are employers looking for?



Self-management – your readiness to accept responsibility, flexibility, resilience, self-starting, appropriate assertiveness,
time management, readiness to improve your own performance based on feedback and reflective learning



Team working – respecting others, co-operating, negotiating, persuading, contributing to discussions, your awareness of
interdependence with others



Business and customer awareness – your basic understanding of the key drivers for business success and the importance of
providing customer satisfaction and building customer loyalty



Problem solving – analysing facts and circumstances to determine the cause of a problem and identifying and selecting
appropriate solutions

GCSE Religious Studies



Lessons This Term

Communication – your application of literacy, ability to produce clear, structured written work and oral literacy, including
listening and questioning skills



Application of numeracy – manipulation of numbers, general mathematical awareness and its application in practical
contexts



Application of information technology – basic IT skills, including familiarity with commonly used programmes.

Enderby Parish Church have been busy donating items for Operation Christmas Child with the
Samaritan’s Purse. Brockington pupils have added sixteen boxes to their donations. Samaritan’s
Purse is an international relief and development organisation that works through local churches
to proclaim and demonstrate the love of God amongst communities in
Africa, Eastern Europe and Central Asia.
Thank you to all the staff and pupils who donated items.
Mrs McKenzie

This term our Year 9 and 10 pupils have been studying a
GCSE unit on Religion, War and Peace. They have spent
lessons working in pairs, groups, researching independently,
using the mini-i pads, playing interactive quizzes, using AQA
revision and lesson materials and have even had a guest
speaker visit their lessons.
Dale Richardson, Site
Manager who spent twelve years in the RAF, visited some
of the classes to lead a talk and questions and answers
session on their GCSE
unit of study. This
provided a great
opportunity for
pupils to work on
their GCSE skills of
listening to others and their viewpoints , then respectfully
expressing their own opinions.

We always welcome visitors to school to speak to students as part of our PSHCE programme; if you feel that this is an area you would like
to talk to our students about, either as a general topic or within a specific field of work, please contact us:Mrs R Thorpe, Ms H Broadfield or Mr A Ilersic

Reminder Food Technology
Please ensure pupils come to practical lessons with an apron, which is school uniform, and bag to take items
home in. Aprons can be any colour or pattern and prizes are awarded every year for the best aprons.
As all lessons are one hour, for any students bringing their own ingredients please ensure they have already been weighed at home.

Mrs McKenzie
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Mrs F Clarke

News
More News & Reminders

Literacy at Brockington

Matthew Bourne’s

Find out how Brockington approaches literacy in this article by Miss Howard, Literacy Co-ordinator:
http://www.innovatemyschool.com/industry-expert-articles/item/1598-top-tips-for-championing-literacy-in-your-school.html
For more information, please visit the Literacy Section of the Brockington website.

Books are Boring!
If you are a parent or carer of a student in Y7 or Y8 and would be interested in attending a workshop aimed at encouraging reading at home,
please email Miss Howard at KAH@Brockington.leics.sch.uk to register your interest. Workshops will be delivered in February/March next
year- more details to follow shortly.

Sleeping Beauty
To support pupils’ learning in GCSE Dance
and those planning on taking a GCSE
Performance course next year we took a
small group of pupils to watch Matthew
Bourne’s Sleeping Beauty at The Curve Theatre.

The performance was amazing and all the pupils really enjoyed watching. The highlight of
the night for many though was when I managed to get lost – walking from one side of the
auditorium to the other!
Miss Styles

An Inspector
Calls

National Poetry Day
Congratulations to Ria Mackness (8K) who won first place for
her light-themed poem for this year’s National Poetry Day last month!
Please find Ria’s poem below:
The outcome of light can be great,
Something to share with your best mate.
In an hour of dark, light will shine through,
To brighten up the day, woohoo.
To spread hope to one and all,

To embrace it, well, that’s your call.
There is always good and bad,
But happiness is the best feeling to be had.
So try your best to glow with love,

Drama Enrichment: Puppetry Workshop
Wednesday 4 November 2015

Eighty Year 10 students
visited Theatre Royal in
Nottingham on Thursday 12 November to watch a
performance of An Inspector Calls, a play they study for their
GCSE English Literature course.

On the 4 November 80 pupils from Years 7, 8 and 9 participated in a puppetry workshop led
by Sarah and Karen from the Pauline Quirke Academy. Pupils were able to learn the rules of
working as a puppeteer and began practising with their shoe as their puppet! They then
moved onto working with the actual puppet itself in groups of 3 and created an
improvisation which they performed to the rest of the group. Sarah even managed to show
everyone how to make their own puppet which they could continue working with at home.

The students did a superb
job of representing the
College and the whole
afternoon was a fantastic
experience
for
all
involved.

Everyone who participated had a fantastic time and learnt so much about the role of a
puppeteer. Huge thanks to Sarah and Karen for a brilliant morning. Ms Broadfield



“The puppets were amazing! I loved the way the audience focus was totally on the
puppet and not on the puppeteers”

Miss Howard



“Thank you for a brilliant morning. I learnt so much”



“Working with the puppets was really fun. I love the way they are so simple to
make.”

Pupil Comments:

Fly high to the sky, the stars and above.
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Dates, Events and Achievements
Open Mic Night
Open Mic Night was a great
evening filled with fun,
smiles and some great
singing too! The team spirit
there was wonderful, with everyone
supporting everyone else and cheering
on all who performed, whether they
were playing an instrument or singing
in a group or on their own. There was
a great variety of performances done
by people from all different
backgrounds. Well done everybody!
Charlotte Watts 9R

Term Dates
2015-16

2016-17

Autumn Term
School Opens

30 August 2016

Mid-term Break

17- 21 October 2016

School Closes

18 December 2015

16 December 2016

School Opens

5 January 2016

4 January 2017

Mid-term Break

15 - 19 February 2016 13– 17 February 2017

School Closes

23 March 2016

7 April 2017

School Opens

11 April 2016

24 April 2017

May Day

2 May 2016

1 May 2017

Mid-term Break

30 May - 3 June 2016

29 May - 2 June 2017

School Closes

15 July 2016

13 July 2017

Spring Term

Please note that these term dates have been agreed and will be the same as
all primary schools in our catchment area, other than for Danemill Primary
which has chosen two alternative dates in 2015/2016

Leicestershire
Under-15 Rugby
Squad
Congratulations to Grace Watson (9R)
on being selected to play rugby for the
Leicestershire Under-15 squad this
season.
This is a fantastic achievement, which involves Grace
playing rugby at a high level in her free time. Good luck
with the rest of the season!

Brockington Christmas Fayre

Friday

4 December 2015

4.00 pm to 7.00 pm

Brockington Christmas Show

Thursday

10 December 2015

7.00 pm

Year 10 Consultation Evening

Wednesday

20 January 2016

4.30 pm to 7.00 pm

Parents‘ Forum Meeting

Wednesday

3 February 2016

7.00 pm to 8.00 pm

Year 7 Consultation Evening

Wednesday

9 March 2016

4.30 pm to 7.00 pm

Year 8 Consultation Evening

Wednesday

13 April 2016

4.30 pm to 7.00 pm

Our next Open Mic Night will be on
Thursday 11 February 2016. We look
forward to seeing many of you there!
Miss Styles

Summer Term

Competition Time Food Technology
Achievements

Dates for the Dairy

Christmas Lunch
Wednesday 9
and Thursday 10
December 2015
Roast Turkey or Vegetable Slice
(Roast potatoes and vegetables)
Christmas Pudding or Chocolate Log
Price - £2.90

Christmas Show
Our annual Christmas Show will take place on
Thursday 10 December at 7.00 pm
This is a wonderful opportunity to see our talented pupils show their music,
drama and dance skills.
Tickets will be on sale from the start of December priced at £4.00
and can also be purchased on the door. Miss Styles

Millie Takes Gold!
We were delighted to hear
that Millie Prendergast (9C)
recently earned a gold medal
in the East Midlands Regional
Gymnastics Championships.
Millie comfortably won the
overall Level Three 13-plus
title after a high scoring first
place on the beam and
second place on the vault.

Rotary Young Chef 2016 Blaby District
We are delighted to announce that once again a brilliant competition took place at Brockington
on Wednesday 4 November to find a young chef to
represent the local Rotary Club in the local heats in
Leicester.

Well done Millie!
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The competition was won by Megan Francis (10N) with
the runner up being Alisha Brookes (10K). Megan will
receive training from local chef Tony Parris and his
catering company, the next competition round will be in
February 2016. We wish Megan lots of luck!
Mrs F Clarke

Performing Arts and Sport

Performing Arts

Sports Results

Here at Brockington College, we recognise the importance that learning to play a musical instrument can have on a
young adult. It can help to promote a sense of self-discipline, self-esteem and enhance self-expression/creativity. We,
therefore, encourage as many pupils as possible to start to learn a musical instrument. If you are interested in booking
lessons for your child, then please contact the teacher of the instrument you are interested in . They will then send out
their information and contracts in order to start lessons with them. If you have any questions, please contact Miss
Styles at the school on 0116 286 3722 or via email ses@brockington.leics.sch.uk
Instrument

Name of Teacher

Contact Details

Flute

Ms Teresa Bexon

01455 239373 | 07791 456054 | tjbmusic@talktalk.net

Keyboard/Piano

Mr Ian Maw

ianmaw@tiscali.co.uk

Drum Kit

Mr Adam Stringer

07941 549962 mylittlehomie@hotmail.com

Football
South Leicester League Semi Finals
Year 7
Wigston Academy A
Year 10
Lutterworth College

Guitar (Electric/Bass/Classical) Mr Dave Jobson

07948 402728 | davidmusicroom@gmail.com

Singing

Ms Sarah Woodall

saz.woodall@ntlwordl.com

Clarinet/Saxophone

Mr Patrick White

patrickjwhitemusicteacher@hotmail.co.uk

Violin/Viola

Ms Sally Smith

sasviolinviola@hotmail.co.uk

Ukulele

Mr Mark Ferraby

07901 560215 | mark@littleredtruck.co.uk

Rugby

Cornet, Trombone, Baritone,
French Horn

Mr Matt Davis

07928 192650 | mattdavisbrass@gmail.com

Year 8

Trombone

Mr Geoff Newman

geoffnewmanmusic@talktalk.net

Percussion

Mr Kieran O’Riordan kopercussion@hotmail.co.uk

Brockington
Brockington

Department Stars

Break

Tuesday

Thursday

Friday

Practice rooms available for all musicians wishing to practice

Lunch Vocal Group
Room 024

Music Theory
Room 024

After

Practice Rooms
available for all
musicians wishing to
practice

School

Wednesday

Department
Closed

Practice Room Open
Orchestra 024
Drama Club Years
7 and 8

Drama Club Years
9 and 10
Year 10 Music Catch-up

Department
closed

0

Year 9
Brockington

2

Gartree

3

2

Hinckley Academy

1

0
12

Leicester Grammar 23
Gartree
12

South Leicester League
2

Brockington

3

English Schools National Cup 3rd Round
Year 10
Brockington

Year 9
5
0

Leicester Grammar
Gartree

10
15

Brockington
Brockington

Stars
Rising Stars

Rising Star: Jaiden Chisholm (9G)

Extra-Curricular Activities

Monday

Brockington

Year 9
Derby Moor School 1 Brockington 3

In celebration of all the hard work and commitment of our pupils we have decided
to award two pupils each month as our Star and Rising Star.

Star: Lucas Jones (9L)

10

Lila Hall
Madeline Morris
Anna Nash
Alice Snowden

Stars
(7O)
(7I)
(7O)
(7C)

Hockey
Hockey
Hockey
Hockey

Chloe Bailey
Ella Bailey

(7K)
(7I)

Hockey
Hockey

PE KIT Can pupils remember to bring ALL their equipment and PE kit on the day they need it. Telephone
calls home will not be made for forgotten kits and equipment. The PE department has some items of sports wear
that pupils may borrow. Please make sure all PE kit is named. Thank you.
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Sport

Cross Country

Leicestershire Schools Cross Country
Brockington’s Cross Country teams had a particularly successful morning at the Schools Relay
Championships that we held at Thomas Estley Community College on Saturday 7 November. The
Year 7 team finished in 3rd place and the Junior Boys’ team (Years 8 and 9) narrowly missed out on
the top three, finishing in 4th place.
The Year 7 team comprised of Eddie Bryan, Louis Combey, Antoine Preston and Alfie Busby Payne
and the Junior team comprised of Thibaut Preston, Tom Gibbons, Charlie Combey and
Jenson Smith.
Congratulations and well done to all the boys who turned out on a wet and miserable November morning. Mr Platts

Sports Leaders
A massive congratulations to the Sports Leaders in Year 9 and 10 who helped deliver a Year 5 and 6 bench ball tournament on Thursday 12 November to our feeder primary schools.
There were approximately 100 primary school pupils taking part and for the majority of Sports
Leaders, it was their first event.
Their behaviour and professionalism was commendable. Without such young people these events
would not be possible. Thank you Sports Leaders; you do a fantastic job! Ms Wyeth
Ellie Webster
Sophie Bracey and Dylan Parrish
Callum Sowah and Georgia Postlethwaite
Quinn Johnson and Harriett Barrington
Rhea Patel and John Meadows
Molly Marshall and Nathan Bayliss
Maddy Burnham and Bailey Kitchen
Robyn Baker and Keelan Putnam
Lauren Wright and Abby Harriman

Eve Newman and AJ Lee
Faye Ward and Davina Gill
Luke Coleman and Megan Hubbard
Tawanda Mutoti and Lydia Rankine
Beth Hoey and Ollie Hart
Lauren Stewart and Josh McCabe
Grace Walton and Ashleigh Wilcox
Eliot Morris and Austin Simmons
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Community

Children in Need
Thank you to all Brockington
College catering staff who
made and sold Pudsey Bear
cakes on Friday 13 November.
£110.00 was raised for
Children in Need.

Adult Learning at Brockington
We offer a variety of daytime and evening classes for adults in the following curriculum areas: Health
and Wellbeing, Arts, Languages, Skills for Life, ICT and Employability and ESOL.
Our new programme of 2015/2016 courses is now underway. Why not try:
Greek Beginners A Starter Course- Monday 11 January 2016 7.00 pm-9.00 pm for 8 weeks
Watercolour Painting – Wednesday 13 January 2016 1.30 pm -3.30 pm for 10 weeks
Stained Glass Workshop – Thursday 21 January 7.00 pm-9.00 pm for 8 weeks
Alternatively to view our complete programme visit www.leics.gov.uk/golearn
FREE ENGLISH, MATHS AND ICT courses (subject to terms and conditions).
70% to 100% discount on course fees for those in receipt of certain benefits.
For more information or to enrol please call 0116 3050360 or 0800 988 0308

South Africa 2016
With only eight months to the departure of the bi-annual Africa trip the team
are busy fundraising still. A number of the students have already hit their
£2,000 fundraising target and are continuing to raise much needed funds. The
next few months will be a busy period for them and they
have a number of big events coming up. The first will be
Megan Laxton (10R) has organised a
at the Odeon at Freemans Park on Saturday 19 December
and Sunday 20 December for the opening of the new Star Fashion Show/Clothes sale to help
with her fundraising efforts for South
Wars film. The team will be out in ‘force’ and in costume
Africa
to raise money through their bike to Africa challenge. If
you see the team please do go over and show them your
The Fashion Show will be held at the
support.
Robjohn Hall in Narborough on
As they are rapidly approaching the time for the group to
Saturday 28 November 2015
travel , the focus will now start to shift to collecting clothes,
From 3.00 pm until 5.00 pm
toys and other items to take with them on their journey to
Tickets
are £3.00 each, you can pay on the
Africa, which they will donate to needy local families. If
door
you have a clear out of old things over the festive period
please bear the project in mind. Any donations can be (Tickets are available from: Megan Laxton
bought in to the school reception and labelled K4KSA.
or Reception)
Miss Heggs
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