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Separate information sheets and letters included in pack:
Home School Agreement

Complete and return *

Brockington College Consent Form

Complete and return *

Acceptable Use Policy

Complete and return *

Participation in Extra-Curricular Sport

Complete and return *

Emergency Inhaler Letter

Complete and return *

Food Allergy Letter

Complete and return *

School Uniform Information

Read and retain for information

Pupil Premium Letter/Free School Meals

Read and retain for information

Musical Instrument Tuition

Read and retain for information

Privacy Notice

Read and retain for information

Bus Company Information

Read and retain for information

* Please complete and return to form tutors via your child on Monday 9 July 2018
(please leave form/tutor group blank)
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Welcome from The Principal

On behalf of members of staff, pupils and governors, I would like to take this opportunity to
welcome you to Brockington College. Brockington College is an extremely popular and happy
school with a great atmosphere, where pupils ’learn to live life to the full’. We have many
enthusiastic and focused pupils, who are supported by a team of highly qualified, committed and
skilled members of staff.
We are a fully inclusive school, with a focus on academic success for each pupil through personal development and
an emphasis on our school values. Our aim is for your child to work hard at the college and to develop positive
relationships with fellow pupils and members of staff. We want your child to become independent, confident and
fully prepared for the next stage of their lives.
As well as curricular opportunities, we also offer a wide range of extra-curricular clubs and activities for pupils. Our
performing arts productions are renowned for their outstanding quality and our sports teams compete at local,
regional and national level. There is also a wide range of trips and visits that will enable your child to gain skills and
experiences beyond the classroom to enrich their learning.
We believe that we can only achieve the best for our pupils by close co-operation between home and college.
Therefore, we look forward to an effective relationship in the coming years, as we work closely together. We
know that pupils prosper when parents/carers engage fully with the college and we are committed to working with
you.

Welcome Booklet
We have included within our Welcome Booklet the information that we feel is essential for you to know at this
point. Please do not worry if you need further explanation on any item, as we will discuss all matters with you at
the Welcome Evening in July. We do appreciate that there is a lot of information and will ensure that you and your
child are put at ease.

Year 6 Induction Days
On Monday 9 July 2018 and Tuesday 10 July 2018, your child is invited to our Brockington College Induction Days.
Over the two days, we will give pupils opportunities to experience lessons within the school and also to get to
know their new tutor group by undertaking team building activities. Both days will start at 8.40 am and pupils
should arrive between 8.20 am and 8.35 am and make their way into the college. Guides will then show them into
the main hall. Pupils are requested to wear their current school uniform.
On the Induction Days and for the first few days of term, pupils will be able to buy a hot lunch for £3.00. This will
include a choice of main meal, a dessert and a drink. Items on sale at break will cost up to a £1.00. Those children
in receipt of free school meals will be able to have their entitled meal at Brockington and we have contacted
primary schools to provide us with this information.
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Items to bring on Induction Days:







a pencil case with pen, pencil, eraser and coloured pencils
money for lunch or a packed lunch
training shoes (needed on both days)
all reply slips from the separate sheets within the Welcome Pack
completed ‘Moving on Up’ transition booklet
completed numeracy bridging work (only for pupils who have done this at their current primary
school)

Instead of completing numeracy bridging work at primary school, some pupils will have been asked to complete
the work independently at home over the summer holiday period. If this applies to your child, they should bring
their completed numeracy work with them at the start of the new academic year.
The Induction Days will end at 3.00 pm. If you are collecting your child, please arrange to meet them in the car
park or outside, rather than inside the front entrance of the college. There will be staff available if you have any
questions.

Year 6 Welcome Evening for Parents/Carers
On the evening of Monday 9 July 2018, you are invited to a Welcome Meeting at 7.00 pm in the main hall at
Brockington College. The evening will begin with a short talk by the Principal and Head of Year 7, followed by an
opportunity for you to meet your child’s form tutor and be given detailed information about key areas of the
college. Members of the Senior Leadership Team will also be available to answer any questions that you may have.
Due to the large number of people attending, we are inviting parents/carers only to come along to this meeting.
Please note that our car park is likely to fill very quickly, as it will also be used by adult learners and sports facility
users. If you are able, we would recommend walking or parking in our car park off Mill Lane or on Mill Lane itself.
On Monday 9 July 2018, our college uniform suppliers, Match Fit Kit, will be available in college from 2.00 pm to
5.00 pm and from 6.00 pm to 9.00 pm for parents/carers to order items of uniform. If you would like your child to
try on items of uniform for size, this will be possible when you collect them at 3.00 pm. Please see the enclosed
uniform information sheets for further details.
Any enquiries about the Induction Days or Welcome Evening should be directed to Mrs Alison Hardy, Pastoral
Administration Assistant, via the school telephone number (0116 286 3722) or email: alh@brockington.leics.sch.uk
We are really looking forward to meeting you and your child, but please do contact the college, either by telephone
or via email admin@brockington.leics.sch.uk if there are any urgent issues that you wish to discuss before this
date.
Yours sincerely

Mr Chris Southall
Principal
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Ethos

We have seven school values, which are at the heart of life at Brockington College and
are the qualities that we hope every member of the school community will work
towards in their daily lives.
Our values are compassion, forgiveness, justice, perseverance, wisdom, koinonia (working together) and learning.
Throughout a pupil’s time at Brockington, they will have opportunities to grow as people and as global citizens
through a wide range of activities and events focused on our values.
There are many clubs and activity groups to get involved with, including Christian Lunch Club, the Compassion
Committee and Koinonia Kafé.

Spiritual Reflection
At the start of each day, pupils have a chance to take part in spiritual reflection. This involves participating in
activities centred around our values and themes of the week and it is also a chance to spend time considering
different points of view on a range of moral issues and current affairs.
Pupils have assemblies each week led by a member of staff from school or from the local Christian community.
Within assemblies, pupils are encouraged to look at aspects of life from various points of view.

What Our Pupils Think
‘The feeling of togetherness and belonging is what I will remember best. Thank you Brockington!’

‘Without Brockington, I don’t know where I would be right now. It has changed me for the better and hopefully my
dreams will come true’

6

Term Dates
Our term dates for pupils in 2018-19 are as follows:

Autumn Term:
Start:
Autumn Half Term:
End:
Christmas Holiday:

Thursday 30 August 2018
Monday 15 October to Friday 19 October 2018
Friday 21 December 2018
Monday 24 December 2018 to Monday 7 January 2019

Spring Term:
Start:
Spring Half Term:
End:
Easter Holiday:

Tuesday 8 January 2019
Monday 18 February to Friday 22 February 2019
Friday 12 April 2019
Monday 15 April to Friday 26 April 2019

Summer Term:
Start:
Bank Holiday:
Summer Half Term:
End:

Monday 29 April 2019
Monday 6 May 2019
Monday 27 May to Friday 31 May 2019
Friday 12 July 2019
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The College Day

Brockington College pupils begin school at 8.40 am and pupils are expected to be at school at 8.30 am. The college
currently operates a staggered break and lunch for Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 pupils.
Monday – Friday
Key Stage 3 (Years 7, 8 and 9)

Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11)

Students to Lockers

8.30 am

Students to Lockers

8.30 am

Registration

8.40 am

Registration

8.40 am

Period 1

9.05 am

Period 1

9.05 am

Break

10.05-10.20 am

Period 2

10.05 am

Period 2

10.25 am

Break

11.05-11.20 am

Period 3

11.25 am

Period 3

11.25 am

Lunch

12.25-1.05 pm

Period 4

12.25 pm

Period 4

1.10 pm

Lunch

1.25-2.05pm

Period 5

2.10 pm

Period 5

2.10 pm

Finish

3.10 pm

Finish

3.10 pm

There is currently a consultation being undertaken with parents/carers and members of staff, to take views on the
shortening of lunchtime by ten minutes. If this proposal is approved by the Governing Board, the school day will
finish at 3.00 pm.

After School Clubs
There is an extensive programme of activities available to pupils at the end of each day. Timetables of all clubs,
societies, trips and visits will be posted on the website each term.
Extra support with independent learning will also be on offer in the library after school hours. Pupils can seek advice
or simply use the extensive range of technology facilities to assist them with their studies.

Pupil Premium Breakfast Club
A good breakfast is an essential way to start the day and it is especially important to assist learning. Pupils who
qualify for free school meals are eligible to attend Breakfast Club each day, which runs from 7.50 am at Key Stage 3
and 8.00 am at Key Stage 4.
If you think you may be eligible to claim for free school meals for your child, please ensure that you read the
separate information leaflets included in the Welcome Pack for further information. We would encourage all who
are eligible to apply, so that we receive the extra funding as a school.
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Break Time and Lunch Time
Break and lunch take place in our open courtyard area in the centre of the school. A wide range of food is available
from the main canteen, which serves hot meals (including a vegetarian option), jacket potatoes and pasta. Food is
also available from the ‘Baguette Bar’, which serves freshly made sandwiches, rolls and other snacks and drinks.
Pupils can pre-order food from the Baguette Bar by completing an order form at break for collection at lunch time.

Cashless Payment System
Our biometric payment system allows pupils to pay for their college meals by placing their finger on a scanner at
the point of sale. Each pupil registers with the system via their fingerprint, which is translated to a unique, alphanumeric code and the fingerprint is then deleted. Please ensure that you complete and return the Brockington
College Consent Form included in the Welcome Pack, as we require parental consent for registration to the system,
which takes place on the first day of school in August. After the first few days of the autumn term, payment for
items purchased at the school canteen will be through our biometric system.
There are three ways that money can be added to the system:


ParentPay. This is a secure online account linked to your child and is the preferred method of payment for
cashless catering accounts, trips and other one-off school related events (see below).

2.

PayPoint. Payments can be made at local shops displaying the PayPoint symbol. The store will scan a
barcode issued to you by the college and the payment will be credited to your child’s account. Requests for
PayPoint barcodes need to be made via the school finance office if required.

3. Cash. We prefer pupils not to bring cash into school. However, if accounts need to be topped up because
parents/carers have been unable to do so online, small amounts of cash (notes and coins) can be inserted into
the cash loading machines located opposite the servery in the courtyard. This money goes directly onto the
child’s account.
Pupils eligible for free school meals will automatically have £3.10 credited to their account at the start of each
school day. Any money not spent from this allowance will be taken off the account at the end of each day.

ParentPay
Parents/carers will be given their ParentPay activation details at the Welcome Evening on Monday 9 July 2018. If
you are unable to attend, the details will be posted to your home address. Once these details have been received,
parents/carers will need to log in at www.parentpay.com and register their details in ‘My Profile’ before making
secure payments. If you already have a ParentPay account, you will need to log in as usual, enter the activation
details provided when prompted and follow the instructions to ‘add a child’.
Please ensure that you have registered to ParentPay and that money has been added to the ParentPay account
before your child’s first day of school in August.
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School Uniform

It is important that pupils take pride in their uniform, in the same way that we expect them to be proud of the work
they undertake in the classroom.
Full uniform lists are included separately in the Welcome Pack. Uniform can be purchased from our suppliers,
Match Fit Kit, either online or in person at Brockington College on Monday 9 July 2018 between 2.00 pm and
5.00 pm or between 6.00 pm and 9.00 pm. After school on the Induction Day, parents/carers will have the
opportunity to view our uniform and bring along their child to try some on for size. This service will also be
available at selected times at Brockington College over the summer holidays. Uniform ordered from Match Fit Kit
will be delivered to your home address.
The governors’ policy on college uniform must be followed by all pupils. Decisions on the suitability of all uniform
items and appearance are at the discretion of Brockington College. If in doubt as to the appropriateness of uniform
items, please contact the college for advice. We would take this opportunity to ask parents/carers to support us in
upholding our Uniform Policy and remind everyone of the statements within the home/school agreement enclosed.
Please remember that hairstyles should be suitable for school and pupils must avoid ‘extreme’ colours and styles.
For pupils in Year 9 and above, make-up should not be obvious, eg ‘orange foundation’, lipstick, heavy eyeliner,
false eyelashes or nails.
All uniform issues will be brought to the attention of the pastoral team and
where possible resolved by the provision of appropriate clothing items. In
extreme cases, pupils may be placed in ‘isolation’ until the matter is
resolved satisfactorily.

Mobile Telephones
Pupils may bring a mobile telephone to school, but this is at their own risk. Pupils must ensure that mobile
telephones remain in lockers throughout the school day. If a mobile telephone is seen during school hours, it will
be confiscated and parents/carers will have to collect it from the school office the following day.
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Equipment

Being ready to learn, includes having the right equipment.
Please use the following checklist to ensure that your child has what is required at the
start of term and to bring to school each day in their school bag:











Pencils (HB)
Pens (black and blue)
Coloured pencils
Eraser
Clear ruler
Good quality glue stick
A small set of unbranded ear buds or headphones
(for music and computing lessons)
A pencil case
A maths set (protactor, compasses)
A scientific calculator (eg Casio)

Pupils can purchase items from our school shop, ‘The Cabin’, using our cashless payment
system.
At the start of the academic year, pupils in Year 7 will be issued with a ‘wallet’ to carry
books and equipment around the college.

Parents/carers – please help your child by ensuring
that they have the correct equipment with them
every day.
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Attendance

It is clearly in the best interest of every pupil that they attend school regularly and hence we have very high
expectations around pupils’ attendance. It is the responsibility of parents/carers to ensure that pupils are at school
on time, properly dressed and equipped. However, there may be very good reasons why your child cannot attend
and we would ask you to inform the school immediately should this situation arise.

If your son or daughter is ill, you are asked to contact the school by telephone and follow instructions to leave a
message on the dedicated absence line. Alternatively, you can email studentabsence@brockington.leics.sch.uk or
text 0116 326 0247. We routinely check some messages to ensure legitimacy. Provided that the reason falls within
the regulations set down by the Department for Education, the absence will be recorded as ‘authorised’. Absences
that fall outside of these regulations will be recorded as ‘unauthorised’.

If an illness is likely to involve an absence for a prolonged period then we will send work home. This is especially
important when working towards examinations.

In line with current legislation, the school policy regarding family holidays during term time is that a pupil leave of
absence will only be authorised if proven exceptional circumstances apply. Any leave of absence taken without
authorisation will be recorded as unauthorised and will be referred to our Attendance Manager. Penalty notices to
both parents/carers of each child they have at the school may be issued. In the case of exceptional circumstances,
please write to the principal giving full details.

Overall attendance at the college is very good and we aim to work with all parents/carers to ensure that it remains
consistently high. Please be aware that potential employers and further education providers automatically
request attendance records.

If a pupil is absent, we:





will contact parents/carers on the first day of absence if no reason for absence has been received
may visit your home
will invite parents/carers to a meeting to discuss the matter, if the situation persists
will refer the matter to our Attendance Manager, if attendance falls below 90%
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Please remember:

90% Attendance = ½ day missed every week
1 school year at 90% attendance = 4 whole weeks of lessons missed
90% attendance over 5 years of secondary school = ½ school year missed
17 missed school days a year = one GCSE grade drop in achievement

Punctuality
Poor punctuality is not acceptable. If a pupil misses the start of the day, they can miss important information. Pupils
who arrive late also disrupt lessons and the learning of others and this can cause embarrassment. We expect pupils
to arrive in good time to learn, hence, the school bell is at 8.30 am to allow pupils time to get to their lockers, sort
out their belongings and arrive at tutor group on time. If a pupil arrives at school after 8.35 am, they will receive a
detention and parents/carers will be informed.

If a pupil is persistently late, parents/carers will be required to meet with relevant college staff in an attempt to
resolve the problem. However, parents/carers can approach the college at any time if they are having problems
getting their child to school punctually.
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Curriculum

One of the driving principles at Brockington College is to provide our pupils with an outstanding, varied and
personalised education.
We aim to provide courses that meet the aptitudes and aspirations of all our pupils and ensure those who
require extra help receive it, be they high attainers or pupils with Education, Health Care Plans or Individual Health
Care Plans
Pupils will follow a two-year Key Stage 3 and a three-year Key Stage 4 curriculum. Pupils will pick options in Year 8
and then study their GCSEs for three years, in order to allow them to focus on the specific skills and knowledge
required to be successful at GCSE.
Whilst in Key Stage 3, pupils will study a broad curriculum enabling them to build the skills they need for the
challenge of Key Stage 4 and to ensure they become well-rounded citizens of the future.
Alongside lessons in English, maths and science, all pupils have lessons in art, design technology (including food
and nutrition), computing, drama, geography, history, music, PE, a language and religious studies. Classes are
composed in a variety of different ways, such as tutor groups, mixed tutor groups and academic sets. Each subject
has formatted their groups based on the best outcomes at GCSE and this may be different from what pupils
experienced at primary school. We acknowledge that pupils come from a range of schools and experiences,
therefore, groups are reviewed on a regular basis. If parents/carers have any concerns, please contact the college
to discuss these further.

Music Tuition
There is a wide range of instrumental tuition available at Brockington College, which is provided by a variety of
expert private instrumental teachers. In most cases, your child will need to have their own instrument and bring it
into school for lessons (with the obvious exception of drum kit and piano.)
Mrs Ward, Head of Performing Arts, organises the music tuition timetables. To find out more, please look at the
information provided in the Welcome Pack.

Homework
Homework is an effective way to help your child extend their learning and improve their ability to work
independently, as well as developing skills of perseverance and self-discipline. It is also an excellent way for
parents/carers to be involved in their child’s learning.
The homework timetable is published in September. We use an online system called ‘Show My Homework’. Pupils
and parents/carers will be issued with login details allowing pupils to access the homework and parents/carers the
opportunity to monitor what is being completed. Further information can be found on the website:
https://www.teamsatchel.com/
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Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education (PSHCE)

Pupils are taught a range of life skills within their PSHCE lessons. The topics covered include bullying, democracy, Esafety, forced marriage and issues related to mental health.
We believe that the topics taught in this non-examined subject are vital to facilitating opportunities for pupils to
enquire, seek advice and build resilience in a supportive way.
The content of the curriculum for each year group is published on the school website and via the school bulletin
each year. Legally, parents/carers have a right to remove their children from relationships and sex education
lessons. We would, however, strongly advise parents/carers against taking such action. Every effort is taken to
ensure that the content and style of these lessons is inclusive and appropriate, enabling pupils from all backgrounds
and faiths to feel comfortable and make a contribution.
If you wish to discuss this course further, please contact either Ms Broadfield or Mrs Thorpe, Curriculum Team
Leaders for this subject.
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Transport

This section of the Welcome Booklet outlines the different ways of travelling to Brockington College.

Cycling
We have a limited number of cycle rack spaces, so if your child wishes to cycle to school, they should apply for a
permit in September.
Once they have been allocated a cycle permit and parking space, it is important that bikes are locked securely on
the school grounds, (the best way is to lock the bike frame and rear wheel to the bike rack and to make sure that
the lock is facing the ground).
Pupils cycling to school should ensure that they are dressed appropriately (eg bright clothing and helmet) and that
their bike is regularly maintained to ensure safety. Pupils must cycle sensibly and have regard for other users of
roads and pathways. Pupils are not allowed to ride their bikes anywhere on the school site.

School Buses
Andrews of Leicester operates private bus routes directly into Brockington College (please see the separate
information sheet within the Welcome Pack). Parents/carers will need to liaise directly with Andrews of Leicester
regarding timings and payment. We do recommend the use of the school buses as they reduce the impact on the
environment, drop off and pick up pupils inside the school grounds and are cheaper over a prolonged period.

Public Transport
There are bus stops near to the main entrance of the school (Arriva 50), but this will involve pupils crossing Blaby
Road, which is usually very busy.

Private Car
If you are planning to drive your child to school, please be aware of the limited space on the school site for
vehicles. Leaving the site can be difficult at certain times of the day, so we would ask you to consider dropping
your child nearby so that they walk the last few hundred metres to school. When collecting your child by car, we
would also ask you to consider arriving at school 10-15 minutes after the end of the school day, so that school
buses have had the opportunity to depart the school site. It is less congested and dangerous for pupils as a
consequence. Please park considerately and avoid blocking driveways and entrances for those who live in close
proximity to the college.
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Travel Safely

Safety is extremely important when travelling to and from the college by any means of transport. If your child is
walking or cycling to school, please ensure that they are aware of the pedestrian crossings locally and the safest
routes to school.
Your child is representing the school on the way to and from school and our uniform is recognisable. Therefore,
please ensure that your child is aware of their conduct when travelling to and from school.
Please note that even when not in uniform or at weekends and evenings, pupils involved in misbehaviour or public
order offences may also be punished by the college for bringing the school into disrepute. We take our
commitment to the community extremely seriously!
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Other Relevant Information
Tutor Groups
Brockington College receives pupils from a number of different primary schools (26 this academic year). Therefore,
tutor groups are created taking into account a number of different factors including:




Ensuring groups are balanced academically.
Ensuring groups include pupils from a number of schools.
Ensuring pupils who are transferring to us on their own are paired up to help them to make friends.

Transition is an anxious time for some, whilst others take it in their stride. We recognise that everyone reacts
differently - pupils, parents and carers. The two days of induction mentioned earlier in the Welcome Booklet are
designed to support your child through this transition. Although it can be daunting, the opportunity to make new
friends and create a wider circle of acquaintances will in the long run be beneficial to all. If, however, you do have
any concerns after the two days of induction, please get in contact with us before the summer holidays to ensure
we can resolve any issues.

Lockers
Every pupil at Brockington College is allocated a locker. This eliminates the need for pupils to carry bags, coats , PE
kits and mobile telephones around. Pupils in Key Stage 3 use ‘wallets’ to carry their stationery and a small number
of books around during the day.
There is a non-refundable charge of £10 for a locker, which parents/carers should pay via ParentPay before the
start of the academic year. Pupils will then be issued with a locker key when they start at the college. However if
they lose their key, a replacement key must be ordered at a cost of £3.50, again via ParentPay.
At the end of each school year, lockers are emptied and keys are returned to the school to enable cleaning and
maintenance to take place.

Library and Resource Centre
The library actively encourages and promotes ‘reading for pleasure’. It stocks a large range of fiction and
non-fiction books along with daily newspapers and magazines. The library also has access to computers, laptops,
tablets and Kindles for pupils to use.
New pupils are enrolled into our library system and may borrow up to two books at a time for a fortnight. The
library is open daily and a homework club runs after school.

Data Protection and Acceptable Use
Please read the enclosed privacy notice which explains why we collect, and how we use, personal data. You will
need to complete and return the consent form enclosed in this pack, as well as the acceptable use policy.
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Medical Matters

Brockington College employs a school health coordinator who acts as the main school first aider.
Key points to note:
 Pupils with inhalers and epipens should carry them at all times.
 Inhalers and epipens should be clearly labelled with the pupil’s name and form.
 The college carries an emergency inhaler for use by pupils with asthma in the event of an emergency and if

their personal inhaler is not available. Please complete the relevant permission letter in this pack to give
permission for this to happen in an emergency.
 If required, after discussion with the school health coordinator, a spare inhaler and/or epipen can be stored

in the first aid room.
 Pupils with serious medical conditions or allergies may need an Individual Health Care Plan. Please contact

the school to discuss this further, if needed.
 A signed ‘Administration of Medicine’ form (available on the website) is required if pupils need to take any

prescribed medication during the school day.
 Pupils are not allowed to carry any medications or painkillers in school, other than prescribed inhalers or

Epipens.
 If your child has an injury and/or has reduced mobility, please contact school in order to arrange a risk

assessment before returning to school.
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You may well have further questions which have not been answered
in this booklet.
If that is the case, please jot them down in the space below and bring
this booklet to the Welcome Evening on Monday 9 July 2018 so that
we can answer any outstanding queries.
We look forward to meeting you then.
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