
 

 

 

 

 

  

Supporting your child 

with GCSE Maths 

A guide for parents of 

pupils in Year 10 and 11 



 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Studying for GCSE Maths is demanding for many pupils. Lots of hard work both in and out 

of school is required for pupils to be successful and for some pupils managing this and 

knowing where they can access support can be challenging enough even before they 

actually do the work.  

This guide is designed to allow you to know some of the support avenues that are available 

so that you can assist your child in managing their out of school work and revision over the 

GCSE years. 

I hope you find this guide useful. If you require further support than please contact your 

child’s maths teacher by email from the list below. 

Name Email address 

Peter Mattock pgm@brockington.leics.sch.uk 

Michael Higham mch@brockington.leics.sch.uk 

John Howell jch@brockington.leics.sch.uk 

Les Baker jlb@brockington.leics.sch.uk 

Cat Bearne crb@brockington.leics.sch.uk 

Andy Price ajp@brockington.leics.sch.uk 

Sam Elkins sel@brockington.leics.sch.uk 

Matt Gardner mig@brockington.leics.sch.uk 

Gray Van Der Waal ggv@brockington.leics.sch.uk 

Beatrix Harrison bha@brockington.leics.sch.uk 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Mr P Mattock 
Director of Mathematics and Numeracy 
Brockington College. 
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In School Support 

Outside of lessons the main school support is held after school on Tuesday. The 

Mathematics department runs separate Foundation tier and Higher tier revision 

sessions. The sessions dates and details for the first term are printed below. These 

can also be downloaded directly from the Brockington College website by clicking on 

‘Curriculum’ then selecting ‘mathematics’ and then downloading the support classes 

timetable from the link at the bottom of the page. The timetables for after Christmas 

will be released following analysis of the next mock exam for Year 11.  

 

 

Whilst these sessions are open to both Year 10 and Year 11 pupils they are planned 

primarily for Year 11 pupils in preparation for their end of year GCSE exams. 

In addition to the after-school sessions we also run a ‘drop-in clinic’ once a week 

during lunchtime. These sessions are not planned with any focus, but rather are 

designed to allow pupils to deal with any issues they may have with their GCSE 

studies quickly. If a pupil is attending the drop-in clinic it is expected they will have a 

focus in mind, be it homework, a particular exam question, or part of a topic they 

have recently studied. The clinic will run on Tuesday in both weeks. 



Online Support 

The Maths department subscribes to many different sites, and promotes many free sites that pupils 

can use to support their homework, revision or other independent learning. The subscription sites 

will require your child to have their personal log in details. They can get these directly from their 

teacher. 

Hegarty Maths (https://hegartymaths.com) – This is our primary subscription site, due to the quality 

of the videos and how well the topics are broken down. In order to access the site your child will 

need to start by clicking on ‘Existing users’ and then ‘Student log in’ as per the image below. 

 

Your child will then need to type the name of the school (Brockington College) and select the name 

of the school. 

 

https://hegartymaths.com/


Once they have selected their school, your child will need enter their name, which much be the 

same as it was input into the site. Your child will also be asked to enter their ‘Date of birth’. This is 

not their real date of birth, but rather a fake one that has been randomly created for your child.  

 

If your child has logged into the site before then they will have created a password which they will 

also require to enter. If it is their first log in to the site then they will be prompted to create a 

password which will then be required for future log ins. If your child tries to enter their password 

and it is incorrect they will be given the opportunity to request a password reset. Please note that 

this reset is not done automatically – a teacher will need to log on to the site and reset the password 

from the notification they receive. For this reason it is suggested that if your child needs to reset 

their password for Hegarty Maths then they email their maths teacher through the school email 

system to inform their teacher that they have requested a password reset and ask that they action 

it. 

Once logged in, if a teacher has set particularly tasks for your child they will have ‘set tasks’ along the 

top menu from which they can access the work they need to. If not your child can search or browse 

for the particular area they need to practice.  



Hegarty Maths will provide a video lesson to support your child in the area selected, and then 

provide a quiz to check their understanding. The site will also track the percentage of the video 

watched as well as their attempts at the quiz, so that they can see where weaker areas may remain. 

 

 

Kerboodle (https://www.kerboodle.com) – Kerboodle is the site linked to the textbook that is used 

to support pupils’ in class work.  

 

Your child’s username will normally be their first initial and surname (for example the username for 

Joe Bloggs will be jbloggs). Occasionally there will be a number after the username, particularly if 

there is more than one child in the school with the same first initial and surname. Your child’s 

teacher will be able to tell them their username if they are unsure.  

Your child’s password will be the same as their username unless they have changed it. If your child 

has changed their password, and they cannot remember it, they will need to contact the ICT team to 

have their password reset. 

https://www.kerboodle.com/


The institution code for the school is nrw9. 

On Kerboodle your child can access a digital copy of the textbook, along with a digital copy of the 

linked homework book which can provide more questions for your child to practice with.  

 

Each section of the exercise book has two links attached. The first is the ‘Invisipen’ video, that shows 

video examples of questions being solved on the topic selected. Your child can access the videos 

using this button: 

 

 

 

The second link is for the MyMaths website, where your child can access further lesson materials, as 

well as an ‘online homework’ self-marking worksheet. The MyMaths tasks can be accessed using this 

button: 

 



 

 

MyMaths (https://www.mymaths.co.uk) – MyMaths is a website owned by Oxford University Press, 

the publisher of the textbook we use to support pupil learning in class. When accessing the website, 

either directly through web address or through the link on Kerboodle, pupils will need to log in using 

the school username and password. The username is ‘brockington’. The password changes each 

year; your child will be informed of the most recent password at the beginning of the year. 

 

Once logged in your child will be able to access all areas of the site by browsing the library on the left 

hand side of the screen and selecting the appropriate section. However if your child needs to access 

specific tasks set by their teacher, or if your child wants the site to track their task attempts and 

results, then they will need to log in to their personal portal using their personal username and 

password.  

 

 

https://www.mymaths.co.uk/


 

Their username is a four-digit number, and their password will be three random letters. Your child’s 

teacher will be able to tell your child their portal details if they do not know them. 

 

Once your child has logged into their portal, any ‘Online homework’ tasks attempted will have their 

score saved so that weaker areas can be tracked and reviewed. 

 



 

 

  



Moodle (https://www.brockington.leics.sch.uk/moodle/) – This is the Virtual Learning Environment 

that the school uses. Your child will be able to log into this using the same username and password 

that they use to log into computers at the school.  

 

 

On this site your child will find supporting materials for all of their GCSE courses, including Maths. 

Amongst the materials on this site are links to supporting videos, extra practice worksheets, copies 

of the practice papers certified by our exam board, and copies of the homework booklet issued to 

pupils for the course (see our homework guide for more information). 

 

Most of the videos and practice worksheets are geared towards the topics that pupil will study in 

Year 10. 

https://www.brockington.leics.sch.uk/moodle/


 

The other folder found on the Maths Moodle area are the mock exam review materials. These will 

be hidden until they are required. 

Diagnostic Questions (https://diagnosticquestions.com/) – Diagnostic questions is a multiple-choice 

quiz (MCQ) site that provides questions and quizzes for teachers and pupils to diagnose 

misconceptions and misunderstandings in key topics. This is technically not a  subscription site, your 

child will need sign-in details (which will be provided) if they want to access the site and have their 

attempts tracked by their teacher. 

The site contains a lot of material, not all of which will be suitable for your child’s GCSE Maths study. 

If your child is in Year 11 they will be assigned the appropriate ‘Stream’ for their tier of GCSE entry 

(either Foundation or Higher) which means they will be assigned two questions a day randomly from 

the site to ensure continued revision and practice in the final 100 days before the GCSE exams. In 

addition, pupils in both Year 10 and Year 11 may benefit from independently accessing the AQA 

GCSE Maths (2017) collection to practice questions and highlight any gaps in understanding that may 

still exist. 

 

https://diagnosticquestions.com/


There will be no supporting materials on the site, but teachers will be able to access your child’s 

results so will be able to support them directly. Diagnostic questions also has mobile applications for 

both Apple and Android devices, so pupils can complete their stream quizzes or access other quizzes 

from their mobile devices. 

 

 

Corbett Maths (https://corbettmaths.com/) – Corbett Maths is a free site that your child can access 

that provides a great deal of supporting material and question practice. Teachers at Brockington use 

a lot of Corbett Maths worksheets and practice questions; they are particularly used a lot in our 

after-school and holiday revision sessions. 

 

The key area that your child may find useful are the 5-a-day questions alongside the videos. Your 

child needs to be sure to select the 5-a-day GCSE 9-1 to ensure they are getting suitable questions. 

https://corbettmaths.com/


 

 

Depending on the tier and set your child is working in, they will find different questions suitable. 

The 5-a-day is designed to give pupils 5 questions for each day of the year to practice different areas 

of the maths GCSE. They come complete with answers by clicking on the answers link on the page. 



 

The answers are particularly beneficial as they are model answers that show the calculations 

required to arrive at the answers rather than just the answer itself. 

 

The videos, along with further practice questions and worksheets are designed to support your child 

with areas they may find difficult. Whilst not as well broken down as the videos from Hegarty Maths 

they can nonetheless be useful particularly as they are immediately accessible without logging in and 

also all listed on one page and so more easily searchable. 



 

 

Please note that the practice papers listed on the site are currently still papers for the older legacy 

GCSE rather than the current 9-1 GCSE, although I understand there are plans to update this at some 

point. 

Corbett Maths will also produce practice papers available for pupils once the first paper has been 

sat, i.e. they will analyse the first paper of the GCSE and produce a paper that will practice the 

outstanding topics. Similarly once two papers have been sat they will produce a practice paper 

geared towards topics that are more likely to appear on the final GCSE paper. These final practice 

papers will be invaluable to support Year 11 pupils revision once exams have started. 

Corbett Maths also make revision cards available for purchase. These are very high quality and well 

worth purchasing for your child to support their GCSE. 

  



academy17 (http://www.academy17.com/) – Academy 17 is a new site that has been designed by 

university students to support pupils in working on GCSE Maths.  

 

As the site is not written by teachers or people experienced in the classroom (as the other sites all 

are) caution must be exercised in its use. In particular the question style may not reflect the full 

range of practice that might be required for the GCSE. However as extra practice questions in a 

range of skills the site could be useful. 

 

The questions are all timed and multiple choice, with pupils earning ‘XP’ (a popular gaming concept) 

and then ranked against other users.  

Whilst there are no video supporting materials, the site does provide hints to help pupils who may 

be struggling with particular questions. 

http://www.academy17.com/


 

Your child will need to sign themselves up to use the site – we would suggest they use their school 

email address rather than a personal one as this will mean that your child will stop receiving emails 

from the site once they leave school. 

 

  



Workbook and Printed materials Support 

There are now a number of revision guides available for use with the 9-1 Maths GCSE. Whilst most of 

these will be suitable, the one we recommend is produced by CGP.  

 

CGP off three particularly useful books at both Higher and Foundation tier, with a further book for 

those pupils on the Higher tier that are working towards the very top grades of 8 and 9. 

CGP offer a good revision guide at both Foundation and Higher tier. This is designed to have 

materials to support pupils in revision and learning of material, with explanations and worked 

examples. There are also a limited number of questions on each topic to help check and test 

understanding. 

 

In addition to the revision guide, CGP also produce an exam practice workbook, with exam style 

questions that have been specially designed to mirror the style of the 9-1 GCSE assessment. As well 

as exam practice workbook for Foundation and Higher, there is also a special ‘Grade 9 targeted’ 

workbook which is intended for to provide extra support for those pupils attempting to secure the 

very top grades. 



 

 

Finally, CGP produce a standard workbook. This book is designed to provide basic practice questions 

rather than the more exam style questions, but consequently have a larger number of questions to 

practice when compared to the exam practice workbook, which typically only have one or two 

questions per page. 

 

The board specific workbooks have separate answer booklets, however CGP do also sell a generic 

workbook designed to cover all boards. The benefit of this book is that the answers are included, so 

everything required is contained within a single book. 

These books can be purchased from most good book shops, or directly from the CGP website 

(www.cgpbooks.co.uk). The maths department will also order these books from CGP to supply to 

pupils in Year 11. We sell these books at the cost price of £2.50 (correct at time of writing) which 

represents a significant saving on the retail price of £5.95. If your child is in Year 11 they will be able 

to add their name to the order request list by telling their teacher. ParentPay will then be opened in 

batches for the books to be paid for, and then ordered when a group of parents have paid. 

http://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/


CGP do offer further materials, mainly textbooks, but also copies of practice papers, digital study 

materials, and alternative revision guides and questions. The school doesn’t order these resources 

but parents can also order these materials directly from the website. 

Corbett Maths revision cards (https://corbettmaths.com/revision-cards/) – In addition to the online 

materials Corbett Maths also has printed ‘flash’ revision cards for sale through their website. These 

cards can be an excellent resource to support revision in the build-up to the exam. The major benefit 

of these cards is that they contain QR codes which can be scanned by most mobile devices which link 

directly to the video, practice questions and answers related to particular card or topic.  

 

 

Mathematical Association revision cards (http://members.m-a.org.uk/Shop?category=9) – If the 

Corbett Maths revision cards are not to your child’s taste, then they may wish to consider the cards 

from the Mathematical Association. There are fewer cards (78) and the notes section on the back of 

the card is larger. If purchasing these do make sure you purchase the new 2017 GCSE version. 

 

https://corbettmaths.com/revision-cards/
http://members.m-a.org.uk/Shop?category=9


Pearson Revision Cards (https://goo.gl/ucpDpZ) – The educational publisher Pearson also produce a 

set of revision cards. This pack is slightly larger with 100 cards, and comes complete with dividers 

and topic summary cards. The cards contain multiple choice questions with answers, as well as 

worked examples. Each pack also includes access to a digital copy of the associated revision guide 

(Foundation or Higher) from Pearson. These can be ordered directly from the Pearson website, or 

through Amazon. 
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